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Second, although ASEAN was established 

with the “Westphalian system” in mind, 

sovereignty and non-interference, 

essential factors are added: each member 

country’s national resilience, and, primarily, 

musyawarah untuk mufakat (negotiation 

for consensus). Hence, the system does 

not provide for “struggling for supremacy 

and constantly checking one another’s 

ambitions.” The regional resilience achieved 

through the Association’s system is designed 

to realize ASEAN centrality necessary to 

“manage” the wider East Asia, the Indo-

Pacific, through the East Asia Summit into 

a peaceful and economically prosperous 

region. Here lies ASEAN’s biggest challenge.

Hence, a Brexit-like occurrence would 

presumably not come about in ASEAN.         

(CPF Luhulima)

T
he next ASEAN member state that 
will take the chairmanship is Thailand. 
Therefore at the 33rd ASEAN Summit 

Closing Ceremony back in November 15, 
2018, H.E. General Prayut Chan-o-cha, 
Thailand’s Prime Minister, delivered his 
remarks on how Thailand will use its time 
as a chairman.  With the theme “Advancing 
Partnership for Sustainability”, Thailand is 
highlighting three keywords of advancing, 
partnership and sustainability. In the first 
keyword, Thailand is driven to make fellow 
member states to have a forward-looking 
perspective especially taking the benefit of 
technology. In the second keyword, Thailand 
is intending to tighten the relations of 
ASEAN and its strategic partners as well as 
among member states. Within this keyword 
Thailand also urges the importance of 
connectivity through out all sectors. Lastly, 

on third keyword, Thailand also proposes a 
comprehensive take on sustainability.

As there were many agenda that needs to 
be followed up from the last chairmanship, 
Thailand must prove that these three 
keywords will help ASEAN to optimize its 
role in maintaining the increasing economic 
development in the region as well as the 
significance of ASEAN Centrality in the era 
of Indo-Pacific. In the field of economy, there 
is a goal to conclude the ongoing negotiation 
of Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership, which has been postponed in 
late 2018. Regarding to political security, 
the Single Draft COC Negotiating Text is a 
milestone that must be intensively discussed 
so that ASEAN member states and China can 
reach the target to finally agree on Code of 

Conduct in South China Sea. (Khanisa)

head butting. According to Joschka 

Fischer, the key to success has been a 

continental system based on economic, 

political, and legal integration. Brexit 

has thrown the meaningful implications 

of this level of integration into sharp 

relief.

‘Would a Brexit-like occurrence be 

possible in ASEAN?’ is the question 

of many observers in this region. The 

immediate answer for this question 

is ‘No’. First, ASEAN Charter does not 

provide for the possibility of a member 

state leaving the regional association, 

unlike Article 50 of the Lisbon treaty 

of the EU: “Any member state may 

decide to withdraw from the Union in 

accordance with its own constitutional 

requirements.”

B
rexit or the British wish to leave 

the European Union was primarily 

political, not economic. Those 

who voted for Brexit were primarily 

concerned with reclaiming full political 

sovereignty on the terms of Britain’s 

past as a global power. It seems that 

the British wish to rejuvenate the 

“Westphalian system” of sovereign states, 

that “unwieldy system of sovereign states 

struggling for supremacy and constantly 

checking one another’s ambitions.” 

The EU was an attempt to regain 

European sovereignty peacefully, 

“by pooling the national interests of 

European states. The goal of this effort 

has always been to prevent a relapse 

into the old system of power rivalries, 

reciprocal alliances, and hegemonic 
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ARTICLE

S
ingapore formally wrapped up its role as ASEAN chairman 
in November 2018. As the chair, Singapore has big power, 
not only it has to be spokesperson for the ten members 

or the facilitator of consensus, but also to introduce new items 
in the agenda. Therefore, Singapore tried to propose a new 
agenda, beyond the three traditional pillars (political-security, 
economic, and socio-culture), by proposing an integrated 
approach on the themes of innovation and resilience. A flagship 
project, called the ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN), has 
been established on 28 April 2018. Afterwards, the Inaugural 
ASEAN Smart Cities Network Meeting was convened in July 
2018.

In this meeting, Singapore’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. 
Vivian Balakrishnan stated that “… we exit the age of mass 
production and enter the age of mass customization - where 
culture, language, art, craft and all those other aesthetic skills 
become even more valuable, rather than commoditized routine 
products where everything looks the same all over the world.” 
The ASEAN Smart Cities Network firstly worked by nominating 
26 pilot cities around the ASEAN countries. The Cities are 
Mandalay, Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon, Ha Noi, Luang Prabang, 
Vientiane, Phnom Penh, Siem Reap, Battambang, Danang, 
Ho Chi Minh City, Bangkok, Chonburi, Phuket, Kuala Lumpur, 
Johor Bahru, Kuching, Kota Kinabalu, Singapore, Bandar Seri 
Begawan, Manila, Cebu City, Davao City, Jakarta, Makassar, and 
Banyuwangi.

Although some critics arose in terms of its too much focus 
on the economy, Singapore’s initiative in digital commerce 

is timely and valuable for ASEAN. Not only by the time of this 
initiative proposed, but the way it connects people of ASEAN. 
As mentioned by Balakrishnan “the real payback from the digital 
revolution is to expand opportunities for individual farmers, 
hawkers, handicraft makers; people in every village being able to 
access a global market and similarly consumers in all cities to be 
able to access organic, safe, unique, wonderful and customized 
products.” The ASCN is in line with the spirit of ASEAN People-
Centered in a way this initiative opens public’s involvement in 
economic development. Although ASEAN must be able to deal 
with the problems of capability since the member countries are 
very diverse, support should be given and pushed forward for 
making this initiative comes true.

Besides its breakthrough on bringing ASEAN closer to the stage 
of everyday lives, Singapore’s efforts on bringing down North and 
South Korea should also be appreciated. In June 2018, Singapore 
has facilitated the signing of a joint statement, titled “Joint 
Statement of President Donald J. Trump of the United States of 
America and Chairman Kim Jong-un of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea” to build relations and seek denuclearization 
on the Korean Peninsula. In Singapore’s chairmanship, at the 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in August 2018, a single 
draft negotiating text of the Code of Conduct in the South 
China Sea also been achieved between ASEAN members and 
China. Yet, as many other years before, Singapore handed 
over its chairmanship still with the most pressing issue about 
ASEAN Centrality, especially in the age of Indo-Pacific.                                    
(Lidya Christin Sinaga)

Evaluating Singapore’s Chairmanship
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Indonesia’s Strategy against EU’s Palm Oil Ban Resolution
Sunflower Oil –as the competitor of palm oil. Furthermore, 25 
of the 45 members of the European Parliament’s agricultural 
committee are farmers, former farmers, or have agriculture-
related businesses.

From the perspective of palm oil producing countries such 
as Indonesia, the single certification scheme proposed in the 
resolution has the potential to increase the unnescessary 
barriers to trade, counterproductive to the quality improvement 
of sustainable palm oil, and contrary to the position of the 
European Union which adheres to the principle of fair trade. 

In order to counter the black campaign on palm oil, Indonesia 
can take several steps. First, strengthening diplomatic channels 
through diplomats and trade attaches. Second, impending 
retaliation acts such as boycotting the entry of European 
commodities into the country. This has been carried out by 
Indonesia. Indonesia issued a threat of stopping salmon import 
from Norway as a respond to Norway’s proposal to ban palm oil 
commodities. This strategy succeeds as the Norwegian embassy 
met with the Indonesian Trade Minister and afterwards oil 
palm commodities could re-enter Norway. Third, to increase 
Indonesia’s bargaining power, the value added of the Indonesian 
Sustainable Palm Oil System (ISPO) needs to be improved.                     
(Eristya P. Irwanto)

T
wo of ASEAN member states, Indonesia and Malaysia, 
are dominating palm oil production, supplying 85-90 
percent of the world’s total. Palm oil itself is one of the 

most produced and consumed vegetable oils, as it become 
the main raw materials for many food and cosmetic products, 
including biofuel. Therefore, this industry is vital for both 
countries’ economic growth.

However, there is environmental issue looming over 
this industry. The European Parliament sees palm oil as 
unsustainable and accuses that the development of the oil 
palm industry is a major cause of deforestation and climate 
change. Therefore, they adopt a resolution in April 2017 listed 
in the procedure number 2016/2222 (INI) by the Environment 
Committee, Public Health and Food Safety of the European 
Parliament with the headline of “Palm Oil and Deforestation of 
the Rainforests”. The resolution introduces a single certification 
scheme for oil palm which will enter the European Union 
market, which aims to gradually eliminate the use of oil palm as a 
vegetable oil biofuel in the European Union starting in 2020.

However, the adoption of the resolution is not solely about 
environmental issue. It is suspected that the resolution is the 
effort of European Parliament to protect its domestic interests, 
especially due to the insistence of farmers of Rapeseed Oil and 
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T
he report by the Independent 

International Fact-Finding Mission 

on Myanmar established by the 

United Nations Human Rights Council 

put Rohingya’s issue in the center stage. 

This report, which released in August 

27, 2018, underlined the need of further 

investigation of possible genocide done 

by Tatmandaw leaders to the Rohingyas. 

Promptly after that, Myanmar’s 

government responded that they reject 

such allegation and said that what they 

have done was fighting Rohingya militants 

that were considered as a threat.

Despite tension between international 

society and Myanmar’s government 

regarding the case of Rohingya, ASEAN 

cannot turn its head with the fact that this 

case has been affecting the wider region. 

In 2017, the flow of people from Rakhine 

State has been recorded to go to Thailand, 

Malaysia and Indonesia in a search of 

safety. Unfortunately, when it comes 

to responding to this event of forced 

migration case, ASEAN is not yet have 

institutional mechanism to deal with it. 

In my inauguration of research 

professorship’s oration, “New 

Understanding of Non-Interference in 

Handling Forced Migration within ASEAN 

Mechanism Framework” delivered 

in Indonesian Institute of Sciences, 

December 18, 2018, I discussed this 

issue.  In my point of view, the main 

problem of ASEAN’s incapability is due to 

its norm of non-interference. This norm 

has tied ASEAN’s hands to not being 

able to interfere with domestic issues of 

its member states. This norm is written 

in ASEAN foundational document of 

Bangkok Declaration (1967) and also 

becoming one of ASEAN rules in Treaty of 

Amity and Cooperation (1976) regarding 

interaction with fellow member states as 

well as external partners. Its importance 

is emboldened as it is restated in ASEAN 

Charter (2007). 

However, the growth of security 

challenge whose impact is crossing 

beyond state’s border pushes ASEAN to 

reconsider the implementation of this 

norm. Therefore, ASEAN arrangements 

on dealing with trafficking in persons 

are something to be appreciated. 

Regrettably, such effort cannot be found 

in the handling of forced migration. 

By this point, ASEAN farthest effort 

in addressing this issue is handling 

‘Emergency ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 

on Transnational Crime Concerning 

Irregular Movement of Persons in 

Southeast Asia Region’ in July 2015. 

This meeting responded Andaman Sea 

Crisis that killed 370 Rohingyas and 

Bangladeshi who were tried to flee from 

violence in their homeland. 

With the level of incident being reported 

by the Fact Finding Mission, ASEAN must 

consider to take bolder action. Non-

interference norm must be interpreted 

differently as it should not become a 

shield to protect unlawful behavior 

within the region. In this regard, there 

are two possible actions that might help 

ASEAN to form such new interpretation. 

First, forced migration must also be put 

under the Socio-Cultural Pillar so that 

humanitarian diplomacy can be used 

to approach the issue. Second, ASEAN 

Coordinator Center for Humanitarian 

Assistance on Disaster Management 

(AHA Center) must be given stronger 

mandate to carry out the assessment 

on Rakhine State as agreed in the 33rd 

ASEAN Summit. (Tri Nuke Pudjiastuti)

Urging Stronger Position of ASEAN                                    
in Forced Migration Issue
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I
n the 2nd semester of 2018, ASEAN 
Research Group (ARG) at the 
Research Center for Politics kept 

in line with bilateral, sub-regional and 
regional issues in Southeast Asia. In 
term of bilateral issue, some of ARG’s 
researchers conducted study on resilience 
of Indonesia’s outermost islands’ 
community by joining Expedition of Nusa 
Manggala from 24 October – 6 December. 
They explored Yiew, Budd, Fani, Brass, 
Fanildo, Liki, Bepondi, and Meossu islands 
which become archipelagic baselines 
for Indonesia’s maritime boundary 
with Palau and Papua New Guinea. 
Moreover, an edited book entitled “Six 
Decades of Indonesia-China Relations: 
An Indonesian Perspective” was also 
successfully published internationally by 
Springer. Some ARG members become the 
contributors in this book which is edited by 
Lidya Christin Sinaga.

 In term of sub-regional issue, Sandy Nur 
Ikfal Raharjo as one of the ARG member was 
invited to be a speaker in the 2nd  BIMP-
EAGA Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) Forum and Higher 
Education Institutions (HEI) Summit in the 
Philippines. He delivered a presentation 
on “Indonesia’s Experiences: Challenges 
and Opportunities on 21st Century Global 
Education”. While in term of regional issue, 
Tri Nuke Pudjiastuti was inaugurated to be a 
Research Professor in international security 
and strategic issues at the Indonesian 
Institute of Sciences. On December 18, 
she delivered an oration entitled “New 
Definition of Non-Interference Principal on 
the Forced Migration Management within 
ASEAN Mechanism Framework”. This triple 
level of activities made ARG is becoming a 
prominent actor in Southeast Asia studies in 
Indonesia. (Sandy Nur Ikfal Raharjo)

The Dynamics of Sub-regional Cooperation in Southeast Asia: 
Greater Mekong Sub-region

T
his is an edited book written by 
researchers from ASEAN Border 
Research Team at the Research 

Center for Politics, Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences, which highlights the phenomenon 
of sub-regionalism in Southeast Asia, 
especially Greater Mekong Sub-region. Sub-
regionalism itself became building blocks in 
the development of ASEAN connectivity, but 
studies on this matter were rarely carried 
out.

This book raises several important issues 
in sub-regionalism. First, identification 
of border cooperation in the Mekong 
sub-region along with their respective 
characteristics. Second, analysis on interests 
of its member countries —which include five 
ASEAN states and China— and how they 
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fight for their interests. Third, the synergy of 
programs between sub-regional and regional 
levels in building ASEAN connectivity. 
Fourth, the potential political consequences 
of the closeness between ASEAN countries 
in the Mekong sub-region and China for the 
integrity and centrality of ASEAN.

This book is expected to inspire as well as 
become a reference in managing shared 
borders among ASEAN member countries 
through sub-regional cooperation in a 
constructive approach. In addition, the 
construction of economic corridors in the 
Mekong sub-region can also be a reference 
for the development of similar economic 
corridors in other sub-regional cooperation 
to support the realization of ASEAN 
connectivity.
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Subregional Mekong mulai mendapat perhatian dari dunia 

internasional. Hal ini terbukti dari terbentuknya banyak kerja 

sama di Subregional ini. Munculnya beberapa kerja sama 

tersebut menunjukkan bahwa Subregional Mekong memiliki 

posisi strategis dengan potensi pengembangan yang cukup 

besar. Dari segi bidang kerja sama di Subregional ini, hampir 

semua skema yang ada mengarah pada pembangunan ekonomi. 

Namun, perbedaan kepentingan di masing-masing negara 

akhirnya membuat tidak semua kerja sama dapat dikembangkan 

dengan baik. 

Di lain sisi, kerja sama perbatasan di Subregional Mekong yang 

melibatkan negara-negara ASEAN bagian utara dan Tiongkok 

ini juga menghadapi beberapa persoalan. Untuk itu, buku ini 

mencoba mengulas berbagai tantangan yang dihadapi dalam 

kerja sama ekonomi perbatasan di Subregional Mekong atau 

lebih dikenal dengan istilah Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). 

Lalu bagaimana bentuk-bentuk kerja sama dan permasalahan 

serta solusi yang ditawarkan? Untuk lebih jelas, simak 

pembahasan selengkapnya dalam buku ini.

Dinamika Kerja Sama
Subregional

di Asia Tenggara:

Editor: Awani Irewati

D
in

a
m

ik
a
 K

e
rja S

a
m

a S
u

b
re

gio
n

al d
i A

sia T
e
n

ggara:
G

re
a

te
r M

e
k

o
n

g Subregion
E

ditor: A
w

ani Irew
ati

GREATER
MEKONG

Subregion

Dinamika Kerja Sama Subregional
di Asia Tenggara:

GREATER MEKONG
Subregion

Original Title: 
Dinamika Kerja Sama 

Subregional di Asia Tenggara:                                 
Greater Mekong Subregion

Editor: Awani Irewati
Year of Publication: 2018

Publisher: LIPI Press, Jakarta
Pages: xiii + 242 pages

 

Inauguration of Dr. Tri Nuke Pudjiastuti as a 
new Research Professor at the Indonesian 
Institute of Sciences


