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Indo-Pacific has to be ASEAN-led. 
However, ASEAN-led strategy needs the 
unity of its member states as it will create 
centrality. The question is how to play the 
central role when the big challenge within 
ASEAN is the unity itself, as emphasized 
by Indonesian Foreign Minister, Retno 
Marsudi. During these years, ASEAN 
has been divided by different interests 
among its members. Consequently, it is 
still unclear how ASEAN-led Indo-Pacific 
strategy will be implemented whereas 
Japan has proposed Free and Open Indo-
Pacific, China has developed Belt and Road 
Initiative, and India has promoted Act 
East Policy. To fill the gap, a new “Indo-
Pacific Cooperation” strategy proposed 
by Indonesia in April 2018 is a good 
foundation to be followed by real actions 
in ensuring ASEAN process is the fulcrum 
of Indo-Pacific cooperation strategy.                          
(Lidya C. Sinaga)

W ith “Resilient and Innovative” 
as a slogan for ASEAN 2018’s 
Chairmanship, Singapore has 

been calling fellow member states to set aside 
their differences and be prepared to face 
international dynamics that might affect the 
region.  In his speech at the opening ceremony 
of the 32nd Summit, PM Lee Hsien Loong gave a 
clear message that defines the slogan. He stated 
that “we need to strengthen ASEAN Centrality 
and find new areas and fresh commitment to 
work together.”

In realizing such perspective, the summit 
launched three important initiatives. First, 
the “Vision for a resilient and innovative 
ASEAN” itself that underlined the importance 
of finding new ways to cope with current 
regional and international issues. Second, 
commitment to pursue a more secure cyber 
realm with “ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on 
Cybersecurity Cooperation”. Lastly, an idea to 
optimize connectivity among states though 
“ASEAN Smart Cities Network.” It is hoped that 
the three initiatives will boost enthusiasm of 
ASEAN member states in creating progress 
within the region. (Khanisa)

EAC. However, at that time there was 
contested view in ASEAN whether or not 
the East Asia Summit was attained only 
by the ASEAN+3 Process. Indonesia was 
the one that challenged the notion that 
East Asia Summit is only for ASEAN+3. 
In Indonesia’s perspective, ASEAN must 
be even more transformative to keep its 
relevance and leading role, not only for 
now but also for many decades to come. In 
the end, Indonesia managed to get India, 
Australia, and New Zealand in the East 
Asia Summit. Later on, the United States 
and the Russian Federation were formally 
included as members of the East Asia 
Summit in 2011. Since then, the East Asia 
Summit includes all the major powers in 
the Indo-Pacific region.

While the East Asia Summit has clearly 
hold the spirit of Indo-Pacific right from 
the very beginning, as a consequence, 

T he term “Indo-Pacific” is now 
on the rise, especially since 
U.S. President Donald Trump 

emphasized Indo-Pacific as the most 
strategically important geographical 
area during the East Asia Summit 2017. 
However, former Indonesian Foreign 
Minister (2009-2014), Marty Natalegawa 
once said that ASEAN’s perspective on 
the Indo-Pacific far predates the recent 
occupation.  He argued that when ASEAN 
intensively discussed East Asia Summit, the 
idea of Indo-Pacific was already included. 

The East Asia Summit started with a 
vision of community building, the so-
called East Asian Community (EAC). While 
discussions on the future establishment of 
EAC emerged, the report of the East Asian 
Vision Group referred to the evolution 
of the ASEAN+3 Summit Meeting into 
East Asia Summit as a means of realizing 
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I nitially, the term Indo-Pacific was used as a 
biogeographic concept for a region of Earth’s seas 
comprising the water of the Indian Ocean, the 

western and central Pacific Ocean, and those connecting 
the two oceans in the South China Sea (Miyake, 2018). 
However, since the United States’ President Donald 
Trump consistently used the term during his visit in Asia 
on November 2017, the term transforms into strategic 
ones and gains varied interpretations and analysis from the 
foreign policy community. 

Notwithstanding those interpretations, Indonesia has 
also come up with her own concept. Indonesian Foreign 
Minister, Retno LP Marsudi delineated Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo’s vision of Indo-Pacific cooperation at the 
Centre for Strategic and International Studies Global 
Dialogue in Jakarta, 8 May 2018. According to him, the 
Indo-Pacific cooperation should be based on ASEAN Unity 
and Centrality that focuses on three aspects. First, ASEAN 
needs to create a region that respects international law, 
promotes dialogue and peaceful dispute settlement, and 
avoids any use of forces. Second, ASEAN needs to handle 
transnational security issues, such as drug trafficking, human 
trafficking, terrorism, and piracy. Third, ASEAN should drive 

“new economic growth centres” in the Indian and South Pacific 
Oceans through “an open and fair economic system.”

This concept of Indo-Pacific strategically put Indonesia at 
the heart of the region, therefore it justifies Indonesia’s vision 
of being the Global Maritime Fulcrum. However, this also means 
that Indonesia should play a greater role in order to maintain 
the confluence of its internal and international interests. Being 
a so-called primus inter pares of ASEAN sometimes result in 
critics that Indonesia is only punching below the weight, because 
it seems that she cannot maximize her national potential in 
the external area. Despite, this way of act is the most suitable 
for foreign policy that prioritize and is limited to Southeast 
Asia region (Muhibat, 2014). Therefore, to balance herself, 
Indonesia needs to seek more cooperation in Indian Ocean 
area by means of various mechanisms such as Indian Ocean 
Rim Association (IORA) and other ASEAN-led mechanisms. 
Indonesia also has to maintain the ASEAN Centrality and 
Dynamic Equilibrium in the Indo-Pacific region, optimize all 
the established mechanisms to bridge all the interests in Indian 
and West Pacific Oceans, as well as encourage ASEAN and its 
dialogue partners to involve think-tanks, academicians, and 
community to empower the concept.  In the end, Indonesia’s 
strategy on Indo-Pacific cooperation can certainly balance the 
oceans. (Faudzan Farhana)

Indo-Pacific Concept: Balancing the Oceans

T he ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit 2018 
has become a pivotal event. It reinforces  that 
India’s strategic ties with ASEAN is at the heart 

of the “Act East Policy.” This new foreign policy initiative 
is set to signify India’s commitment in promoting peace 
and stability in the Indo-Pacific region by deepening its 
constructive engagement with ASEAN. It aims to ensure a 
rule-based regional order, peaceful settlement of dispute, 
and collaborative efforts to non-traditional challenges 
in the course of a changing geopolitical dynamics in the 
region. Those require positive cooperation between India 
and ASEAN to construct regional security architecture in 
the Indo-Pacific. In such cooperation, the centrality and 
unity of ASEAN is indispensable. Thus, ASEAN plays a 
crucial role that matters for India’s geostrategic interest in 
the Indo-Pacific.

In essence, the Act East Policy is a strategic and 
diplomatic instrument of Modi administration’s goals to 
pursue India’s greater role and widen its sphere of influence 
to Southeast Asia, as well as to respond to China’s rising 
assertiveness in the Indian Ocean Region. To that ends, the 
advancement of contribution to regional peace, security, 
prosperity, and regional building is an integral geostrategic 
effort of India. As a result, the Modi’s government has 

focused its Act East Policy on the matter of maritime security 
and cooperation in repositioning India’s role in the Indo-
Pacific geopolitics. Such strategic interest has obviously been 
highlighted in the Delhi Declaration of the Commemorative 
Summit emphasizing on the importance of counter-terrorism 
and maritime security cooperation, including “freedom of 
navigation and over-flight in the region,” as priority agenda of 
the India-ASEAN strategic partnership.

 For ASEAN, however, the involvement of India in the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) needs to take into 
account seriously. Quad is a platform to exert the Act East Policy 
for the quest of increasing engagement in the Indo-Pacific. 
It is also regarded as the U.S.-led initiative that attempts to 
confront China’s increasing power in the region through the 
Indo-Pacific construct based on great power interest. India’s 
active participation in this security bloc would obviously raise 
question on its commitment to establish an open, inclusive, 
and rule-based regional architecture, and subsequently put 
ASEAN central role at risk of uncertainty. Therefore, ASEAN 
unity is importantly required to maintain its upgraded strategic 
ties with India while continuously ensuring that the country’s 
engagement with the Quad would not imperil the Act East 
Policy goals for ASEAN centrality in managing the Indo-Pacific 
cooperation. (Defbry Margiansyah)

The Act ‘Easy’ Policy: ASEAN Matters for India
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just ended, but some moments 
may be memorized a little 

longer. Eagle hand-goal celebration by 
Switzerland’s players originated from 
Albania and Kosovo against Serbia’s 
team will be remembered as a political 
expression related to the past perished 
Yugoslavian War. It evokes controversy 
since football should be sportive and 
free from any political consideration. 
2018’s World Cup is also a moment which 
changes most people’s negative and 
underestimating stereotype on Russia to 
be a more positive, thanks to its successful 
works in hosting the most popular sport 
competition on the earth. 

World Cup moment is also being used 
by Southeast Asian countries to amplify 
their proposal to be 2034’s World Cup Co-
Host. This idea has long ago been initiated 
by Indonesia followed by Thailand, but the 
decision has been formally taken on the 
12th ASEAN Football Federation Council 
Meeting, 23 September 2017 in Bali. On 
June 2018, the idea was re-promoted 
by FIFA Council Member from Malaysia, 
Tengku Abdullah, that Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam may 
jointly co-host the event. This article 
will discuss the potential benefits for 
Southeast Asian countries if they co-host 
the world cup, and the challenges they 
must face to make it happen.

Benefits

There will be some potential benefits 
for Southeast Asian countries if this 
big dream of hosting football party 
comes true. First, in preparation for the 
world cup, various sports facilities and 
supporting infrastructure such as roads 
and public transport will be built. This 
will accelerate regional development and 
increase physical connectivity among 
these countries.

Second, the world cup moment will 
bring many foreign tourists to Southeast 
Asia. The benefit will not only apply 
to Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and 

Vietnam as the promising co-host. Other 
ASEAN countries can also use the moment 
to attract the tourists by using ASEAN 
Single Visa incentive.

Third, the World Cup can be a media 
to intensify people to people connectivity 
in ASEAN. To do so, ASEAN Football 
Federation (AFF) can work with the hosts 
to publish “call for World Cup volunteers” 
for citizens of ten ASEAN member states.

Fourth, based on previous hosts’ 
experience, world cup’s preparation 
needs huge infrastructure improvement 
which costs a lot, but as the event ended, 
those facilities’ maintenance become 
burden, mostly later are abandoned. 
However, with this consortium model, 
such concerns need not to occur because 
the three or four host countries will share 
their resources to meet the required 
facilities.

Fifth, this consortium plan can be a 
starting point for the development of 
ASEAN’s sport diplomacy. In the future, 
ASEAN may develop a consortium to 
host the Olympics, and may even initiate 
the establishment of a united “ASEAN 
Delegation”, in which athletes from the ten 
member countries can join under ASEAN 
flag on certain sport branches.

Challenges

This Indonesia-led consortium’s bid may 
lose if China or India also proposes to host 
World Cup 2034. China has all facilities 
and resources needed to be a good host. 
This has been proven when it became the 
home of the 2008 Olympics. Meanwhile, 
India can also be a competitor, since FIFA 
is currently intensively promoting football 
to this second most populous country 
in the world. Therefore, the consortium 
should seek the uniqueness which can 
attract FIFA members. For example, 
ASEAN may highlight the beauty of nature 
and the diversity of cultures combined 
with the advancement of infrastructure as 
the selling point to win the bid for 2034’s 
World Cup host. (Sandy Nur Ikfal Raharjo)  

.
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ACTIVITIES

BOOK REVIEW

I n 2018, ASEAN Research Group is working on two 
studies. First, the continuity of transnational crime 
at sea which this year focused in Sulu Sea. Second, 

development of cross-border connectivity in the eastern 
part of Indonesia. Both studies are timely and will be 
beneficial for further exploration of topics related to 
dynamics happened in Southeast Asia.

Alongside with the main research activity, the ARG 
members also involve with external partners in holding 
discussion on current issues. Earlier 2018, ASEAN-
India Center (AIC) and Indian Mission to ASEAN in 
cooperation with The Indonesian Institute of Sciences 
(LIPI) held the 5th Roundtable of ASEAN-India Network 
of Think Tanks. This event was held to commemorate 
quarter century of India-ASEAN partnership. There were 
also discussions on Indo-Pacific held under the name of 

“Symposium on the 45th Anniversary of Japan and ASEAN 
Friendship and Cooperation”. This event discussed the 
definition and impact of Indo-Pacific from the perspective 
of Japan and ASEAN scholars. (Khanisa)

I ndonesia has what it takes to 
become a great maritime nation. 
With thousands of islands that lie 

strategically at the heart of international 
trade routes, Indonesia’s Maritime 
Fulcrum which is envisioned by Joko 
Widodo and Jusuf Kalla is more than 
visible in the near future. However, 
as the largest archipelagic state in 
ASEAN, Indonesia’s political-economic 
vision cannot be implemented without 
maritime stability and security in the 
region. Thus, both national and regional 
decision-making process affect each other 
respectively. 

This book is aimed to illustrate mutual 
relationship between Indonesia and 
ASEAN specifically on how national 
interest can juxtapose with regional 
interests in maintaining maritime stability 

ASEAN Maritime Security in the Global 
Maritime Fulcrum’s Context

and security in the region. Articles in 
this book are structured to encourage 
its readers to understand what kind of 
discourses, cooperations, and interests of 
maritime security at regional level. It also 
analyzes Indonesia’s maritime economic 
interest, strategic issues of crimes at sea, 
Indonesia maritime diplomacy in ASEAN, 
and how the interaction among regional 
actors. The entire articles are woven into 
national and regional security frameworks. 

Even though this book is primarily aimed 
towards academicians and researchers, 
it can still be enjoyed by anyone who 
has interest in this topic. In addition, 
for practitioners and stakeholders from 
related government sectors, this book 
may serve as a reflection point and an 
assessment on how current government 
policies contribute to the implementation 
of Global Maritime Fulcrum’ vision.                                         
(Faudzan Farhana)
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