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opportunity to show its geopolitical 
footprint.

Nevertheless, ASEAN still has a 
lot to work on while each member 
states has their struggle to endure 
the economic and social effect of 
the pandemic. ASEAN leadership is 
in question during this health crisis. 
How ASEAN (especially Indonesia) 
position itself within this situation will 
determine whether individual state or 
regional/international organizations 
would sit in the “bandwagon” of the 
major power rivalry. (Awani Irewati)                   

A
SEAN held a special Summit on 
COVID-19 on 14 April 2020. On 
the same day, the summit followed 

by the ASEAN Plus Three Summit (APT) 
attended by all the leaders. Conducted 
under the chairmanship of Vietnam, the 
special summit is not the first time in 
ASEAN history since the similar summit 
was done in 2003 during the SARS 
outbreak. The difference is that the 2020 
summit was held virtually to implement 
social and physical distancing that is now “a 
new normal.” 

Critics say that the steps taken by 
ASEAN are relatively slow because the 
summit was just held more than a month 
after WHO declared COVID-19 as a global 
pandemic on 11 March 2020. Whereas, 
previously on 14 February 2020 ASEAN 

had issued the Chairman’s Statement 
on ASEAN Collective Response to the 
Outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019. 
In addition, a meeting of ASEAN sectoral 
bodies –the  Minister of Health, the 
Minister of Defence, the Minister of 
Economy, and others– have also been 
held. 

Regardless of criticism, new initiatives 
arose from ASEAN and APT Special 
Summit should be appreciated, including 
the establishment of the ASEAN 
COVID-19 Response Fund and the 
ASEAN Centre for Infectious Diseases. 
Further, ensuring the availability of funds 
and political will from each member 
country is essential to optimize the new 
initiatives. (Lidya C. Sinaga)

Concerning the global rivalry, 
Natalegawa said that one should 
not just look at the form of rivalry, 
but to understand the dynamics of 
international politics as a whole, such 
as between China-Russia, China-India, 
East Asia, and Southeast Asia (ARG 
FGD, 2020). As these geopolitical 
calculation are also very permeated 
for the global political economy map 
(BI Institute Webinar, 2020). Aside 
from the tendency of the dynamics 
that seems to lead to “a zero-sum 
game,” ASEAN should seize the 

T
he trade war between America 
and China upset the global 
supply chain system. At the 

same time, Covid-19 outbreak has put 
the global economic dynamics into 
“desperate” atmosphere. To top it all, 
Trump’s statement to withdraw US 
contribution to WHO exacerbate the 
whole situation, as the US has been 
the biggest donor. WHO chief, Tedros 
AG, still hopes that Trump would not 
make an official statement from his 
administration (Reuters, 2020).
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N
on-traditional security (NTS) broaden the 
spectrum of security not only limited to the 
military but also political, economic, social and 

health issues. The risk of the threat comes from human 
and non-human sources, including virus. The outbreak 
of Covid-19 is a non-traditional threat since it affects 
various aspects of daily life, including health, economy 
and politics. 

Overall, the unpreparedness of the health system in 
dealing with pandemic caused much loss. Most of ASEAN 
Member Countries are vulnerable societies, mainly due 
to high dependency on the labour-intensive economy and 
tourism sector, which are most affected under pandemic. 
Lack of proper policies and mismanaged during the crisis, 
particularly information transparency, lead to public 
distrust to governments. 

Covid-19 is at risk of harming peace and stability in 
the region in a way that it is amplifying and exploiting the 
vulnerability of states. Therefore, ASEAN-led mechanism 
such as the East Asia Summit (EAS) and ASEAN+ dialogue 
must be optimised as a tool of cooperation in dealing 
with the outbreak. ASEAN and its dialogue partners must 

work hand in hand with other actors in providing medical 
needs and sharing information and knowledge.

ASEAN met to discuss cooperation in handling outbreak 
on 14 April 2020 and issued Declaration of the Special 
ASEAN Summit on Coronavirus Disease 2019. All members 
agreed to strengthen public health cooperation to contain 
the pandemic and protect the people through, inter alia 
timely and transparent exchange of information and 
pandemic response measures. Meanwhile, the document 
also highlights the economic impact of Covid-19 where 
much member states are struggling with. The second point 
of the declaration prioritised the well-being of peoples in 
the region by providing appropriate assistance and support 
to ASEAN member states and dialogue partners.

Aside from the uncertainty of the pandemic, member 
states have acknowledged that collective action is needed. 
However, people involvement is the key for ASEAN to save 
humanity amidst the pandemic. Ensuring the application 
of the health protocol is a new normal that needs to be 
embraced. Now, it is the time for ASEAN to turn all areas 
of cooperation into operational actions to win the war on 
Covid-19. (Pandu Prayoga)

War on Covid-19: ASEAN Mechanism in Handling 
Non-traditional Threat

W
orld Bank estimated that the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) losses under the global 
Covid-19 pandemic scenario are expected 

all around the world, including ASEAN countries. 
However, while this pandemic would harshly affect 
the ASEAN GDP in the upcoming years, some ASEAN 
countries have taken essential responses in handling 
this pandemic which can be valuable lessons for other 
countries.

Although Vietnam is attached to Global Value Chain 
in the manufacture and shared border with China in 
the northern part of the region, it was ranked the best 
among the ASEAN countries, beat Myanmar and Brunei, 
in term of the number of Covid-19 cases (worldometers.
com, 2020). Kidong Park, World Health Organization 
(WHO) Representative for Vietnam expressed his 
appreciation towards Vietnam’s response for its early, 
transparent, and proactive by doing Risk Assessment on 
January 2020, directly after a reported case was found 
in China. Until June 2020, Vietnam had tested around 
2.800 people for every 1 million population (1m/p) to 
verify the level of contagion among its citizen. Further, 
a strict rule was also imposed by Vietnam for those 
who neglected wearing face mask. In Ho Chi Minh, a 
12 years sentence in prison is applied for not wearing a 
mask and infecting others with Covid-19 and on March 

10, a man was sentenced nine months in prison for doing so 
(cnbcindonesia, 2020). 

Besides Vietnam, Singapore is also one of the best among 
ASEAN members in responding to the situation. It was the 
first to impose a complete lock-down policy, and it has done 
almost 60.000 Covid-19 tests for 1m/p of their people. 
Such action also shows that Singapore learned from their 
experience in handling SARS pandemic in 2002. Compared to 
Indonesia, that only achieved around 1.200 for 1m/p from its 
267 million people, it seems that the process of eradicating 
the disease in Indonesia still a long way journey. 

From Vietnam and Singapore’s experiences, there are 
some lessons learned for other countries. First, by doing 
more tests, more confirmed cases could be identified 
and treated. Also, the government can focus on applying 
prevention measures to those who have not infected by the 
virus. Second, this situation needs discipline and cooperation 
from society to slow down the curve, as Vietnam and 
Singapore did for several months. However, it should be 
noted that Vietnam’s political system may have a positive 
effect in term of controlling society and ensuring the 
enforcement of stricter rules. Therefore, as ASEAN member 
countries have diverse political systems, efforts that can be 
effective in Vietnam may need some adjustment to work well 
in other countries. (Muhammad Akbar)

Lesson Learnt From Vietnam and Singapore                                  
Response of Covid-19 Outbreak
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he Indonesian Foreign Minister, 

Retno Marsudi stated in virtual 

public discussion (8/5) the 

importance of regionalism as a building 

block for globalization and that the 

Covid-19 pandemic is an essential test 

for globalization. In the time of the global 

pandemic, solidarity and cooperation 

are imperative to fight the Covid-19. 

Therefore, regional cooperation, such as 

ASEAN, ASEAN Plus Three (APT), and 

ASEAN Plus One (APO) would be crucial 

mechanisms to handle Covid-19 in the 

region.

With the spirit of cooperation in mind, 

ASEAN held a Special ASEAN Summit 

concurrently with Special APT Summit on 

14 April 2020, by teleconference. In both 

meetings, ASEAN member states and the 

three dialogue partners (Japan, Korea, and 

China) agreed to ensure the flow of goods 

traffic would run effectively without 

obstacles during the pandemic, especially 

medical personnel, medical equipment, 

medicines, and staple foods. 

The ASEAN and APT Summits also 

identified proposals to establish ASEAN 

Covid-19 Response Fund, APT Task 

Force on Pandemic, and APT Reserve of 

Essential Medical Supplies to ease of the 

ASEAN and APT countries in responding 

to the emergency needs. The Summits 

proposed that 10 per cent of the APO 

and APT cooperation funds allocated 

for emergency measures such as the 

purchase of medical equipment needed by 

ASEAN countries. 

Since the Covid-19 is a global pandemic, 

ASEAN countries also cooperating with 

a key partner like the United States (US). 

ASEAN-US Special Foreign Ministers 

Meeting on Covid-19 was held on 23 April 

2020, through video conference. The 

US Secretary of State, Michael Pompeo, 

reiterated US commitment to cooperate 

with ASEAN in handling Covid-19 and the 

post-pandemic economic recovery. This 

commitment manifested in the form of the 

presence of American experts in ASEAN 

countries. The US has also provided 

assistance of US$ 35.3 million to deal with 

the Covid-19 outbreak in the Southeast 

Asia region. In this sense, the assistance 

from the dialogue partner seems more 

operational than the agreements reached 

at the ASEAN and APT levels.

All these efforts show the solidarity of 

the ASEAN countries and their partners 

to deal with the Covid-19. Therefore, 

they need to ensure that the commitment 

of cooperation outlined in the form of 

real actions. Further, it is crucial that 

the arrangements can be optimized to 

address the scarcity of medical supplies, 

strengthen collaborative research, 

increase the capacity of the public 

health system and to protect the citizens 

of ASEAN member states. Although 

dialogue partner’s assistance is helpful for 

ASEAN in overcoming the pandemic, the 

centrality of ASEAN must be emphasized 

to maintain the central role of ASEAN in 

the region and not to be trapped in the 

polarization of two powers like the US and 

China. (Indriana Kartini)
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ACTIVITIES

BOOK RESUME

A
t the beginning of 2020, the ASEAN Research Group 
(ARG) is starting two studies namely “Strengthening 
the ASEAN Centrality within the Indo-Pacific 

Framework” and “Strengthening Indonesia’s Role in Border 
Dispute Resolution.” However, the team cannot conduct the 
study in the usual way due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

From January to early March, some of our members 
still able to travel and participate in events as speakers. 
For example, Sandy Raharjo participated in the IMT-GT 
Economic corridors Study meeting in ADB Headquarters in 
Manila in January. On 18 February, Hayati Nufus presented 
her overview of China’s public diplomacy in dealing with 
Covid-19 at the Centre for Areas Studies-LIPI entitled 
“Corona Virus and Globalization” discussion. Further 
on March, the border research team of ARG visited the 
Indonesian National Army Strategic Assessment Centre to 
discuss border management of Natuna.

Nevertheless, from 16 March onward, some activities 
have been carried out by online platforms to cut the spread 
of the virus in Indonesia. On 19-20 May, the ARG held two 
consecutive FGDs on “Strengthening ASEAN’s Role in the 
Indo-Pacific Strategy”, inviting Marty Natalegawa (Indonesia 
Foreign Minister 2009-2014) and Rene Pattiradjawane 

(President of the Centre for Chinese Studies-Indonesia). 
Both speakers gave valuable perspectives on dynamics within 
ASEAN as well as China’s factor in Indo-Pacific strategy. 
Further discussion and insight on ASEAN and borders issues 
amidst Covid-19 outbreak also made available on Research 
Centre for Politics’ website at http://www.politik.lipi.go.id/
kolom/kolom-1/politik-internasional/. (Faudzan Farhana)

T
he Reformation Era marks a new 
chapter in Indonesian politics. 
The process of democratization 

becomes a priority in carrying out our 
domestic politics. These political changes 
at the domestic level also affected the 
implementation of Indonesia’s foreign 
policy.

Research Centre for Politics-LIPI 
published the book to showcase the 
dynamics of Indonesian foreign policy 
after twenty years of reform. This book 
analyzes how Indonesia pursue their 
national interests through bilateral, 
regional and multilateral fora.

The principle of free and active 
remains the cornerstone of Indonesia’s 
foreign policy. During the reform era, 

Indonesian Foreign Policy After Twenty 
Years of Reform

the democratization process expands the 
scope of Indonesia’s bilateral and multilateral 
diplomacy. Nevertheless, the challenges are 
also increasing in line with the changes in the 
international political constellation. Hence, 
Indonesia needs to prioritize several issues, 
inter alia strengthening ASEAN centrality 
and enforcing maritime security to realize 
Indonesia’s vision as the Global Maritime 
Fulcrum.

This book helps to understand the 
relationship between political reform and 
foreign policy in Indonesia. Besides, the 
evaluation of Indonesian foreign policy in this 
book could underpin further policymaking to 
strengthen Indonesia’s role and position at the 
regional and global level. (Hayati Nufus)
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