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China Sea. ASEAN is divided due 
to conflict of interests. The ASEAN 
claimant states do not fully represent 
their own interests, but also are 
influenced by major powers, especially 
China and the United States. Indonesia 
still has to make its stand.

Indonesia must redefine its regional 
policy towards ASEAN based on the 
growing numbers of regional and 
global actors and issues, primarily to 
optimize ASEAN’s mechanism as an 
instrument for conflict transformation. 
(AE) 

P resident Joko Widodo’s 
intervention at ASEAN’s 27th 
Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

on 18–22 November 2015 highlighted 
several issues to be tackled jointly: 
strengthening cooperation in intelligence 
and law enforcement as consequence 
of the terrorist acts and hence step up 
implementation of the ASEAN Convention 
on Counter Terrorism, irregular migration 
and the South China Sea issue.

The President also emphasized the 
importance of 2015 as the start of the 
ASEAN Community. ASEAN’s unity should 
be advanced and concerted cooperation 
increased. To achieve ASEAN 2025, ASEAN 
has to be able to maintain its centrality in 
an evolving regional dynamics. Without 
ASEAN’s unity and centrality, the region is 
bound to become a contesting ground for 
the major powers. ASEAN should be able to 

develop into an efficient organization to 
respond to changes in the region. ASEAN 
must contribute to the solution of world 
problems and “be a problem solver.”

He also emphasized the government’s 
efforts to tackle forest fires and the 
upcoming policies that would be 
implemented to prevent them from 
occurring again.

The summit delivered several 
agreements and documents: the 
Chairman’s Statement of the 27th ASEAN 
Summit, the Chairman’s Statement of the 
10th East Asia Summit, the Kuala Lumpur 
Declaration on the Establishment of 
the ASEAN Community, Kuala Lumpur 
Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging 
Ahead Together, the ASEAN Convention 
Against Trafficking in Persons (ACTIP), 
Especially Women and Children.”                      
(PP & CPFL)

global community of nations, rather 
than part of Indonesia’s regional 
interests. Since then, Indonesia’s 
leadership in ASEAN seems to have 
become irrelevant. Approaching 
the establishment of the ASEAN 
Community by December 2015, most 
of the regional people are not aware 
of the existence and significance of 
ASEAN, primarily because of no direct 
impact on the people’s livelihood. 

In the context of political security, 
ASEAN has seriously been challenged 
by the ongoing tension in the South 

I ndonesia’s regional leadership 
has significantly built ASEAN as 
the longest regional association. 

As such, ASEAN shows its capability 
in taking care of issues related to 
regional and global dynamics, which 
tend to connect each other, and will 
partly determine the future of ASEAN 
regional peace, prosperity and stability, 
and the rest of the world.

However, since the second term of the 
Yudhoyono administration, Indonesia’s 
orientation of ASEAN has declined. 
ASEAN has become part of the 
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ARTICLE

A SEAN Community is to start by the end of 
2015. It is supposed to bring peoples, goods, 
services and capital closer together on the 

basis of connectivity building. The Master Plan on 
ASEAN Connectivity blueprint acknowledged that “an 
enhanced ASEAN Connectivity is essential to achieve 
the ASEAN Community”. It should be achieved through 
three dimensions: physical connectivity by developing 
hard infrastructure, institutional connectivity by 
creating effective institutions, mechanisms and 
processes, and people-to-people connectivity by 
strengthening people’s interaction. 

In order to realize ASEAN’s physical connectivity, 
subregional cooperation has played a significant role 
by providing transborder transport routes to support 
the regional initiative approach. In Mainland Southeast 
Asia, five ASEAN member countries, namely Myanmar, 
Thailand, Lao PDR, Cambodia, and Viet Nam have 
developed the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) 
cooperation since 1992, in collaboration with the 
Yunnan and Guangxi provinces of China. GMS has been 
supported by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to 
build three main transboundary economic corridors. 
The first one is the East-West Economic Corridor 
(EWEC) that connects Viet Nam, Lao PDR, Thailand, 
and Myanmar. EWEC  is the only direct and continuous 
land route between the South China Sea and the 
Indian Ocean (Andaman Sea). Second, the North-South 
Economic Corridor, which connects China, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, and Thailand. Third, the Southern Economic 

Corridor which connects three strategic cities: Bangkok, 
Phnom Penh, and Ho Chi Minh City. However, criticism has 
been raised over its implementation, since the corridors 
still act only as transport routes instead of the proclaimed 
economic corridor, with less significant  impact on the 
economic life of local residents.

In archipelagic Southeast Asia, connectivity development 
also has been supported by subregional cooperation. In the 
western part, Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle 
(IMT-GT) has been established since 1994 to facilitate road 
and rail networks between Thailand and Malaysia, as well as 
shipping services among those three countries. In the eastern 
part, another subregional cooperation entitled the Brunei 
Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines-East 
ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) was also established in 
1994 to enhance connectivity through the establishment 
of two economic corridors supported by ADB, i.e. Western 
Borneo Economic Corridor (WBEC) and the Greater Sulu 
Sulawesi Corridor GSSC). 

In terms of building institutional connectivity, ASEAN is 
visioning an “iconic” ASEAN Single Window (ASW) to be 
implemented by 2015. ASW is designed to expedite customs 
clearance and release of shipments coming to and departing 
from ASEAN. But, this scheme can only be implemented 
if each ASEAN member state operates its National Single 
Window. However, some countries still need substantial 
technical assistance and longer lead time to implement ASW. 
But, some progress should also be addressed, especially 
through subregional cooperation mechanism such as Cross 
Border Transport Agreement (CBTA) that has initially been 
arranged and implemented by GMS member countries. Thus, 
the GMS programs and ASEAN Single Window should be 
further synergized.

To develop people-to-people connectivity, ASEAN has tried 
to increase interaction and mobility of the people, such as by 
implementing progressive relaxation of visa requirements. 
Citizens of ASEAN member countries can now enter other 
ASEAN member states’ without visa. In addition, in almost 
all immigration checkpoints, both in international airports 
and in cross-border posts, there is a special queue for ASEAN 
countries’ passport holders. But, a big challenge still remains 
in people-to-people interaction, which is the language barrier. 
Therefore, leaders of ASEAN should begin to think seriously 
about “the language(s) of ASEAN”. 

Now, the end of 2015 has come. But it does not mean that we 
are too late to fix all the remaining problems of connectivity. 
Empowering and utilizing subregional cooperation can be a 
strategy to support and strengthen ASEAN connectivity to 
build the ASEAN Community. (SNIR)

Progress and Problems of Connectivity 
in Realizing the ASEAN Community

 Towards ASEAN Community - Centrality - ConnectivityFORWARD

Source: Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity, 2011
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W  ith the signing of the ASEAN 
Convention Against Trafficking 
in Persons (ACTIP), especially 

Women and Children as well as the ASEAN 
Plan of Action (APA) at the ASEAN Summit on 
21 November 2015, prevention, combating 
and better cooperation based on human 
rights approaches in tackling TIPs has been 
made legally binding. The emphasis on human 
rights in combating TIPs is a significant step 
for ASEAN.

The relation between TIPs and human rights 
is undeniable. TIPs, especially of women and 
children, violate the rights of the victims 
to freedom from a vulnerable and inhuman 
situation. 

So far, AMMTC/SOMTC, AICHR, ACWC 
and other ASEAN Sectoral Bodies 
such as ACMW has been working in 
an uncoordinated manner. Therefore, 
bringing together the AICHR and SOMTC 
in one forum on 5-6 November 2015 is an 
achievement, which should be appreciated. 
They discussed and further explore the 
possibility of creating a platform for ASEAN 
Organs and Sectoral Bodies to better 
coordinate the issue of TIPs. However, the 
most important step after the member 
countries’ ratification, including Indonesia, is 
to manage the synergistic implementation at 
the national and regional level. (TNP)
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A Step Forward for ASEAN in Combating TIPs

Island-building Dilemma in South China Sea Dispute

A  
rtificial islands building in the 
South China Sea has caused 
widespread concern in the region. 
The goal of the conflicting parties 

on building such islands is to strengthen 
their claim over the area by showing their 
physical presence. The one that has gained 
international attention is the construction of 
artificial islands within the Spratly Islands.

In trying to understand this issue, it is 
important to have a clear map of the dispute. 
According to several reports, the construction 
is not only done by China but by Viet Nam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Taiwan as 
well. However, as China has a larger military 
capacity, the other claimant states are 
concerned that China might use her artificial 
islands to launch coercive actions.

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, 
Hua Chunying, on 9 April 2015 stated that 
the objectives of the constructs are to 
“improve the living and working conditions of 
personnel stationed there”. China is planning 
to establish facilities for disaster management 
and scientific research. Unfortunately, those 
altruistic perspectives are neutralized as the 
spokesperson also indicated that military 
defense is on the agenda as well. These dual 
objectives can intensify the distrust of other 
claimant states.

Recent development has shown that the 
existence of the artificial islands might actually 
cause an actual clash. For example, when the 
US Navy patrolled the area, China issued a 
warning that such an activity can be viewed 

as a threat to their sovereignty and might be 
followed up by defensive maneuvers. This is 
caused by different interpretations of China’s 
territory and whether artificial islands can 
change a countries’ national sea-line. 

With the worsening situation, ASEAN, 
whose member states are also the claimants 
to this dispute, must step up their strategy 
to transform such conflict into a potential 
cooperation project. It is important to 
realize that the artificial islands are already 
constructed and it is unrealistic to pressure 
the claimant states, especially China, to give up 
their intention. 

There are several steps ASEAN can take. The 
first is related to China. It is recommended 
that ASEAN maintain clear and direct 
communication with China to ensure that 
China is being transparent with its project. 
It is expected that ASEAN can minimize the 
probability of Chinese coercive military actions 
being launched from those islands. The second 
is related to other claimant states. They must 
be willing to cooperatively manage the area 
and take advantage from China’s commitment 
to create a peaceful neighborhood. The 
claimant states must acknowledge the 
importance of civilian engagement in the 
cooperation within the area.

To conclude, peaceful coexistence among the 
parties has to be one of the strategic goals. The 
most important thing now is to increase trust 
through positive interactions and avoid open 
conflict among the claimants. (KK & NS)

ASEAN RESEARCH GROUP (ARG)
TEAM MEMBERS
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ACTIVITIES

BOOK REVIEW

Research Activities

T his year the ASEAN Research Group (ARG) 
conducteda study on “Indonesia’s Role in the East 
Asia Summit: Building International Security Regime 

in the Region”. This study focuses on how relationship 
between countries in the East Asia Summit affect the 
position of ASEAN as a driving force in the region and 
Indonesia’s role in it. The ARGalso conducted several 
discussionswith experts, stakeholders, and dialogue 
partners,such as discussion with the Commission for the 
External Relations of the Communist Party of Viet Namon 
the strategic partnership between Indonesia and Viet Nam.

Meanwhile, as we are approaching the implementation of 
the ASEAN Community, we need to deepen our knowledge 
on how ASEAN develop its connectivity. Hence, the ARG also 

conducted a research entitled “The Problems of  Transboundary 
Co-operation between Northern ASEAN Countries and China”. 
This research aims to analyze how the cooperation in the 
sub-region framework could bring positive results for ASEAN, 
especially in developing connectivity among members or 
between ASEAN countries and their neighbors. The team 
conducted field research along the GMS East-West Economic 
Corridor which linked Viet Nam, Lao PDR and Thailand, and 
also had fruitful discussions with several parties, such as 
the Mekong Institute and the Institute for Southeast Asian 
Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences. 

Moreover, the ARG researchers are also involved in the 
making of a national strategy to increase Indonesian public 
awareness of the ASEAN Economic Community. (FF and HN)

I       ndonesia has less than a month 
left in preparing the country for 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC). 

This community is an opportunity and 
simultaneously a challenge to Indonesian 
economic competitiveness and resilience. 
According to a survey conducted by the 
ASEAN Survey Research Team of LIPI, only 
25.9 percent of 2,509 respondents in 16 
provinces know about AEC. This survey 
was conducted using stratified purposive 
random sampling method. 

This low percentage of awareness 
highlights three problems. First, are the 
unsynchronized policies and regulations 

Increasing Indonesian Public Awareness 
towards AEC 

at national and local levels. Second, the lack 
of inter-agency coordination. Third, is the 
limited and sectoral socialization on AEC. 

Indonesia should position herself as 
AEC’s main driver to not only becomes a 
market, but also a competitive producer in 
ASEAN. To deal with the low awareness of 
the AEC, the government needs to draft a 
national action plan to optimize integrated 
socialization through the AEC Center of the 
Ministry of Trade. Moreover, the Indonesian 
National Secretariat for ASEAN Community 
should actively engage ministries and 
other government institutions, as well as 
ASEAN studies centers, to enhance people 
awareness. (KK)
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