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inter-generational dialogue format 
ASEAN allows participation of different 
groups, such as representatives of 
NGOs, CSOs, and private sectors to 
share best practices in achieving more 
action-oriented collaborations. As 
such, ASEAN has acknowledged the 
pivotal role of youth to voice their 
aspirations towards the issue that 
will affect the next generation. Using 
this platform, ASEAN create a more 
inclusive, democratic, and accessible 
platforms for all stakeholders to seek 
transparency of national climate actions 
among ASEAN member states. Hence, 
it will strengthen ASEAN regional action 
on climate change and contribute to 
the goals of UNFCCC and the Paris 
Agreement. (Lidya Christin Sinaga)

T
he second term of 2021 highlights two 
major events in ASEAN. On October 
15, ASEAN Summit was held without 

Myanmar after the country’s ruling junta 
refuse to send a non-political representatives 
in place of its top military leader (voanews.
com, 2021). This was an unprecedented 
events for ASEAN as an organization based 
on consensus. However, the move itself send 
a very clear statement that other members 
of ASEAN sees situation in Myanmar not as 
a sole affair of Myanmar but as a regional 
issue. Therefore, all member states, including 
Myanmar, need to commit themselves to 
improve the situation through a regional 
solution. 

Furthermore, on October 21, ASEAN 
launched its first State of Climate Change 

Report. The report discuss three main 
points: 1) ASEAN’s current commitment and 
challenges to contribute to UNFCCC and the 
Paris Agreement; 2) the status and outlook 
of the ASEAN development and its impact 
to the climate change; 3) adaptation and 
mitigation measures. The document proposed 
a set of regional actions for adaptation and 
mitigation. Each grouped in four categories: 
Acquaint –related to transparency– and 
Integrate, Involve, and Motivate – related to 
transformation–. It is hoped that this set of 
regional actions will upgrade each ASEAN 
Member states’ national policy framework to 
operationalize the collective adaptation and 
mitigation toward climate friendly region in 
2050 and beyond (ASCCR, 2021). (Faudzan 
Farhana)

its regional cooperation on climate 
change issues. Aside from the report, 
ASEAN also launched ASEAN Centre for 
Climate Change. Additionally, ASEAN 
reinforces its commitment to involve 
youth in an inter-generational climate 
change dialogue entitled ‘Teaming up 
with You(th) for a Disaster-Resilient 
and Climate-Friendly ASEAN’. This 
dialogue is a commemoration of ASEAN 
Youth in Climate Action and Disaster 
Resilience Day on 25 November which 
has been designated since 2018.

While pessimism arouse that ASEAN’s 
concrete action is still lacking, ASEAN 
has diffused a norm on climate 
change dialogue and consultation 
with relevant stakeholders. Through 

A
SEAN finally launched its first 
State of Climate Change Report 
in October, 2021. This report 

is very timely since global attention 
moves towards the COP26 of the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 
November. ASEAN’s commitment to 
climate change firstly issued in 2007 
through the Chairman’s statement 14th 
ASEAN Regional Forum Manila, August 
2007. Since then, climate change issues 
have been expressed in the statements 
prevailing ASEAN’s common position and 
aspirations towards a global solution to 

the challenge of climate change. 

In 2021, ASEAN has made several 
important milestones for strengthening 
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P
resident Joko Widodo (Jokowi) proclaimed national 

achievements on climate change during his speech at 

the 26th Conference of Parties (COP26). His message 

is clear that Indonesia will continue its progressing role in 

climate change, considering its position as one of the largest 

contributors of carbon emission. However, the problem lies in 

how to improve the implementing strategy and effectuate its 

global commitment.

Under Jokowi’s presidency, Indonesia aspires to elevate its 

global commitment by pledging to reduce 29% of its greenhouse 

gases emission (up to 41% with international assistance) by 

2030. After ratifying the Paris Agreement in 2016, Indonesia 

submitted its first Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 

to the UNFCCC and recently updated it with Long-term strategy 

on Low Carbon and Climate Resilience 2050. This document 

provides a guidance to translate its global political promise into 

a more concrete mitigation and adaptation strategies in national 

level. In light of the pressing economic situation due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, the Government remains firm in claiming 

its commitment by putting climate change as one of Indonesia’s 

priorities for its upcoming G20 presidency.

Despite the upgrading global commitment, the real challenge 

remains the same: ensuring the implementation of provided 

regulations to improve the domestic situation. To reduce the 

rate of deforestation and address illegal logging, Indonesia 

has conducted some regulations such as forest and palm oil 

moratorium, social forestry, and peatland restoration. However, 

the law enforcement still hinders the forest sector reform to 

accelerate emission reduction. Furthermore, the Government 

should also strive to synergize its mitigation strategies to avoid 

overlapping and contradicting approaches in the practice. 

Biodiesel 30% (B30) in Indonesia is a combination of solar and 

crude palm oil used as an alternative fuel for a diesel engine. 

According to the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 

(2020), the implementation of B30 can reduce the greenhouse 

effect to 14,34 million tons of CO2. Notwithstanding this, 

the production of B30 potentially contradicts the palm oil 

moratorium policy and generates another sustainability 

problem.

Another issue arises on the funding scheme to support 

Indonesia’s commitment on climate change. In one hand, 

Indonesia requires international financial support to 

complement its domestic budget on climate. But, dependency 

on international support tend to be less sustainable in a long 

run. The government should be able to optimize the use of 

national modalities and engagement with local communities 

for emission reduction. Therefore, Indonesia does not have 

to depend on developed countries to advance its mitigation 

strategies. (Rizka Fiani Prabaningtyas)

Indonesia’s Role in Implementing Global Commitment on Climate Change
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Cross-border Cooperation to Reduce Illegal Fishing in the Sulu-Sulawesi Sea
2020. The reason why they conducted such illegal activities in 
Indonesia’s EEZ is because fisheries resources in their waters 
have decreased and their fishing vessels is overcapacity. 
Moreover, the demand of fisheries commodities in the South 
Philippines has become very large that cannot be fulfilled 
from their waters only.

To reduce illegal fishing in its maritime border area, 
Indonesian can intensify its cross-border cooperation with 
the Philippines authority, such as strengthening joint patrols 
and joint venture in fisheries industries. Strengthening 
joint patrols will improve security cooperation between the 
two countries. Not only it will benefit confidence building 
between the authorities of both countries, but also will 
complement each others’ security shortcomings in their 
water. On the other hand, joint venture in fisheries industries 
could increase cross-border trade in fisheries goods between 
Indonesia and the South Philippines as the port General 
Santos required a very high demand of fishery commodities. 
Beside, it will also benefit economic development of 
the people in the border by increase job opportunities.                 
(Anta Maulana Nasution)

M
aritime border area has a unique characteristics 
and highly different from land border. It does 
not have a border fence or physical post in the 

middle of the sea like those on the land. Indonesian maritime 
border areas have abundant of marine resources and also 
strategic position for international trade as known as sea 
lanes of trade (SLOT). However, Indonesian maritime border  
is vulnerable from various maritime security threats such 
as illegal, unreported, unregulated fishing (IUU fishing). 
IUU Fishing has largely been acknowledged by all coastal 
countries as a major threat for fishery and marine resources, 
both from ecological and sustainability perspective. IUU 
Fishing is a serious crime because it usually involved highly 
complex network and various actors in the act, making it 
difficult to be addressed by one state law only.

The Border Research team from PRP-BRIN has collected 
data of illegal fishing in maritime boundary between 
Indonesia and Philippines in Sulawesi Sea (Indonesia-EEZ) 
throughout 2020. According to the data, there were about 
14 illegal foreign fishing vessels from South Philippines that 
were caught by Indonesia Fisheries Supervisory vessel in 
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H
ADR started gaining greater 

attraction in the Indo-Pacific 

since its member states 

developed mini-lateral and trilateral 

security alliance, such as US-India-Japan 

and India-Australia-France. Previously, 

the US, Australia, India and Japan had 

formed Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 

as a regional cooperative engagement 

in the post Aceh tsunami 2004 that led 

to HADR operations. What is actually 

HADR and how does it become an 

integrated part in the Indo-Pacific?

HADR is the involvement of 

multinational troops in the management 

of non-traditional security (NTS) 

threats in the foreign policy making. It is 

described as the use of foreign military 

assets in the post natural disaster 

environment as a common feature in 

international disaster relief operations 

during the 1990s and 2000s. It is also 

one of the fastest growing areas of 

military cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 

region.

HADR has become one of the objectives 

of security alliance in the Indo-Pacific 

because there were growing incidents of 

naval intrusion into Indonesia’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone at Natuna Islands, the 

border conflict in India’s Ladakh and 

elsewhere in India-China borders, and 

the use of trade and economic coercion 

against Australia (Rajagopalan, 2021). 

The Indo-Pacific member states 

developed various preferences on 

security cooperation. The US’s Free and 

Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) focuses on 

security and defence while Japan’s FOIP 

is a containment strategy against China. 

The US has not only utilised bilateral, 

mini-lateral, and multilateral defence 

cooperation with its allies and partners, 

but also has improved its relations 

with Southeast Asian states on NTS 

issues. At the sub-regional level, the 

US has strengthened its ties with the 

Mekong region using Lower Mekong 

Initiative (LMI). It aimed to improve 

law enforcement and border security, 

provide HADR, combat trafficking of 

arms, people and drugs (Gong, 2020). 

Meanwhile, India and Australia 

emphasized the significance of both 

countries’ strategic partnership with 

third countries and created trilateral 

on India-Australia-Japan and India-

Australia-Indonesia. They broadened 

mini-laterals using Quad-Plus with New 

Zealand, South Korea and Vietnam 

(MEAGI, 2020, June 4). 

The main driving force in the mini-

laterals in the Indo-Pacific are freedom 

of navigation, respect for the rule of 

law and rule-based order, as well as 

HADR. HADR provides a way to hone 

interoperability with the existing 

partners and to engage with the states 

that having doubts or where there are 

political sensitivities that restricts other 

forms of military-to-military interaction.

Finally, HADR serves two functions 

in the Indo-Pacific. First, it is a soft 

form of security cooperation that is 

useful to develop military-to-military 

relationship, and second, it provides an 

opportunities to generate significant 

good will among the member states. 

(Emilia Yustiningrum)

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) in the Indo-Pacific
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F
rom July to November 2021, Research Center 
for Politics (PRP-BRIN) has been cooperate with 
external partners, such as Japan Mission to ASEAN 

and Taipei Economic and Trade Office (TETO) to conduct 
webinars in addressing recent global dynamics. The aim is 
to promote better understanding for extended audience 
about the webinars’ topic and encourage policy-oriented 
discussion among researchers and stakeholders.

On July 8, ASEAN Research Group (ARG) in collaboration 
with Japan Mission to ASEAN initiated a webinar on 
“Japan-ASEAN Cooperation: Based on the ASEAN’s 
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific”. This webinar discussed how 
Japan and ASEAN can work together to enhance the peace 
and prosperity in this region. Nanto Sriyanto from PRP-
BRIN and Prof. Akio Takahara from the University of Tokyo 
spoke for this webinar. Mr. Nanto explained how ASEAN 
and Japan enhance the cooperation in interregnum and 
bifurcated world, while Prof. Takahara addressed the 
similarity both ASEAN’s Outlook and Japan’s Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific. 

On November 30, the PRP-BRIN cooperated with 
TETO to explore ideas about how international society 
work together towards a sustainable post-pandemic 
recovery and resilience in Asia. Prominent scholars were 
participated in the event namely Khanisa, MA from ARG 

PRP-BRIN, Dr. Peter J. Morgan from Asia Development Bank 
Institute, Dr. I Chung Lai from the Prospect Foundation, and 
Dr. Prashanth Parameswaran from Wilson Center’s Asia 
Program and the Diplomat. (Pandu Prayoga)

The Timor-Leste–Indonesia–Australia Growth Triangle (TIA-GT): 
Opportunity to Accelerate Connectivity in the Eastern Indonesia

I
nequality is one of the biggest 
challenges in Indonesia’s development, 
especially in the eastern region. The 

eastern region of Indonesia has great 
untapped economic potentials. However, 
the average in the Human Development 
Index and economic growth rates of the 
region are significantly lagged behind 
the national average. In the National 
Long-Term Development Plan 2005-
2025, realizing equitable development 
and justice is part of Indonesia’s national 
development missions. To support 
this mission, the government needs to 
accelerate infrastructure and connectivity 
development, not only between eastern 
and western Indonesia, but also with 
neighboring countries. Geographically, 
eastern Indonesia is closer to Australia 
and Timor Leste. Therefore, under the 
Timor-Leste–Indonesia–Australia Growth 
Triangle (TIA-GT) subregional cooperation, 
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Indonesia has the opportunity to speed 
up connectivity development in eastern 
Indonesia. When the connectivity gets better, 
the flow of goods, people, and capital will get 
smoother, so it can spur the region’s economic 
growth.

Based on research conducted by the Border 
Research team of ARG in 2018, this book 
provides a thorough analysis of interests 
and policies from the local and national 
governments of the TIA-GT member states. 
Besides, the book also comprehensively 
explores the driving and inhibiting factors 
of TIA-GT in bolstering connectivity 
development in eastern Indonesia. 
With proper identification of various 
interests, policies, as well as the driving 
and inhibiting factors in TIA-GT, this book 
helps us understand how Indonesia could 
effectively foster connectivity and economic 
development in the eastern region through 
subregional cooperation. (Hayati Nufus)

 

Fig. 1. Webinar on “Japan-ASEAN Cooperation: Based on the ASEAN’s 
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific”

Fig. 2. webinar on “Promoting Partnership towards a Sustainable 
post-Pandemic Recovery and Resilience in Asia”

Original Title: 
Membangun Kawasan Timur Indonesia 

Melalui Kerja Sama Subregional: 
Segitiga Pertumbuhan Timor Leste, 

Indonesia, dan Australia
Authors: Sandy Nur Ikfal Raharjo (ed.)

Year of Publication: 2021
Publisher: LIPI Press                                       

Pages: xxiii + 195 pages




