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Academic Paper

Taiwan and Post-Pandemic Partnership                                  
in Southeast Asia

BACKGROUND

It has been two years since the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit the world. 
Yet countries are currently still busy 

dealing with the spread of the omicron 
variant, which has caused a drastic increase 
of COVID-19 cases across the globe. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
critical conjunctures in human history 
and turbulence in existing international 
cooperation. As of December 24th, 2021 
the COVID-19 virus has infected more 
than	 278	 million	 people	 and	 caused	
more than 5 million deaths globally 
( John Hopkins University Coronavirus 
Resource Center, 2021). 

Southeast Asian countries were 
among the first to detect the virus because 
of its geographical proximity to China 
and their intensified economic activities. 
By December 2021, more than 44 
million people in the region have been 
infected	 and	 718,368	have	 died	 (WHO	
COVID-19 Dashboard, 2021). Beyond 
the health crisis, COVID-19 has also 
affected multiple sectors, especially social, 
economic, and politics. The COVID-19 
pandemic has reversed the economic 
gains of Southeast Asian countries as 
one of the largest economic zones in the 
world. All states are individually involved 
in the struggle against the COVID-19 
pandemic which then has changed the 
state behavior in the international fora to 
be more self-centered.

Meanwhile, one of Southeast 
Asia’s neighbors, Taiwan, has been 
relatively successful in dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which is praised 
by the international community. Taiwan 
managed to suppress the number of cases 
and the death toll. Since the beginning 
of the first confirmed COVID-19 case, 
Taiwan	 has	 recorded	 a	 total	 of	 16,805	
confirmed	 cases	 and	 850	 deaths	 ( John	
Hopkins University Coronavirus 
Resource Center, 2021). Taiwan also plays 
an active role in international cooperation 
to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including with Southeast Asian countries. 

Before the pandemic, Taiwan, under 
the New Southbound Policy (NSP), has 
attempted to engage with Southeast Asia, 
South Asia, New Zealand, and Australia, 
which is getting stronger during the 
pandemic and indicating the crucial 
position of these countries for Taiwan.

This research paper aims to explore 
the role of Taiwan in promoting 
partnership and building post-pandemic 
resilience in Southeast Asia. Some 
insights in this paper come from the 
webinar organized by the Research 

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
has reversed the economic 

gains of Southeast Asian countries 
as one of the largest economic 
zones in the world.”
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Center for Politics-National Research 
and Innovation Agency Indonesia (PRP-
BRIN) in collaboration with Taipei 
Economic and Trade Office in Indonesia 
(TETO)	 on	 November	 30th,	 2021	
entitled “Promoting Partnership towards 
a Sustainable post-Pandemic Recovery 
and Resilience in Asia.” 

To discuss the issue, the webinar has 
invited prominent speakers, they are Dr. 
Peter J. Morgan (Asian Development 
Bank Institute), Ms. Khanisa (Research 
Center for Politics BRIN), Dr. I Chung 
Lai (The Prospect Foundation Taiwan), 
and Dr. Prashanth Parameswaran 
(Wilson’s Center Asia Program). They 
shared their ideas regarding international 
cooperation and partnership in combating 
COVID-19, Taiwan’s cooperation 
with Southeast Asian countries during 
and post-COVID-19 pandemic times, 
including in the context of ASEAN as 
a regional mechanism, and the future of 
emerging Indo-Pacific to contribute to 
the partnership. 

Following the background, this 
paper consists of two sections. The first 
section discusses Taiwan’s response in 
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Taiwan’s engagement with Southeast 
Asian countries to manage the impact 
of the pandemic. The second section 
examines opportunities and challenges 
for Taiwan in enhancing cooperation and 
partnership with countries in the region.

TAIWAN’S COVID-19 
RESPONSE AND THE NEW 
SOUTHBOUND POLICY IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA

Taiwan’s success in dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic is the result of 
policy reforms following its failure to deal 
with	 SARS	 outbreak	 in	 2003.	 Taiwan	
became one of the countries with the 
most	SARS	cases	in	2003	and	the	biggest	
victims were medical workers. Based on 
this experience, Taiwan then carried out 
several health policy reforms, especially 
in dealing with infectious diseases. 
Initial	 efforts	 to	 overcome	 SARS	 2003	
in Taiwan did not go well due to lack of 
coordination between organizations, an 
unclear chain of command, inefficient 
allocation of resources, and the flow of 
resources. uncontrolled information 
(Yen, 2014). 

After	 the	 2003	 SARS	 epidemic,	
Taiwan changed its strategy to control 
disease transmission in hospitals. 
These strategies include improving 
the surveillance system and improving 
the support and education system 
related to the handling of infectious 
diseases (Yen, 2012). Taiwan has also 
developed systematic and integrated 
countermeasures against the spread of 
infectious diseases based on the Incident 
Management System (IMS), which is a 
chain of command-and-control systems 
consisting of four components: action, 
planning, financing, and logistical 
support (Chung and Chou, 2020).

Taiwan’s rapid response during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is inseparable 
from its experience in tackling SARS 

“Taiwan’s rapid response during 
the COVID-19 pandemic is 

inseparable from its experience in 
tackling SARS outbreak in 2003 and 
the H1N1 virus in 2009.”
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outbreak	 in	 2003	 and	 the	 H1N1	 virus	
in 2009. The strategies implemented 
by Taiwan include border quarantine, 
quarantine, and self-isolation at home 
for 14 days, mobilizing systems health 
protection related to infectious diseases 
(National Health Insurance), ensuring 
the availability of medical equipment 
and personal protective equipment, and 
announcing travel warnings quickly 
(Su and Han, 2020). The Center for 
Epidemic Command (CECC) holds press 
conferences every day to provide accurate 
and transparent information, as well as 
provide health and risk management 
knowledge to the public. CECC has been 
lauded by the media as the key to the 
country’s success at fighting COVID-19 
(Soon, 2020). 

Dr. I Chung Lai explained about the 
three phases of the COVID pandemic 
situation in Taiwan. The first phase 
started in January 2020 shortly after the 
news of the pandemic in China appeared 
in the media until April 2021. In the 
first phase, Taiwan managed to restrain 
the COVID-19 virus from entering its 
territory and was able to record zero 
cases for a long time, so that daily life and 
economic activities continued normally. 
Normal economic activity in Taiwan 
amidst freezing economic activities in 
other countries has increased Taiwan’s 
economy and industry role both in the 
region and globally. 

The second phase occurred between 
May 2021 to September 2021 when the 
second wave of the pandemic hit. People 
are reluctant to get vaccinated and tend to 
ignore using masks. Nevertheless, within 
two months Taiwan managed to reduce 
the number of infections to single digits. 

This situation reflects the resilience of 
Taiwanese people in times of crisis. The 
third phase occurs after the second wave 
has finished, where people’s lives are 
back to normal with more extensive and 
consistent contact tracing. The success in 
overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic is 
an essential asset for Taiwan to contribute 
to global cooperation, including with 
Southeast Asian countries, in post-
pandemic recovery in various sectors.

According to Dr. Lai, the 
COVID-19 pandemic divided countries 
into two groups, namely those who 
succeeded and failed to suppress the case 
and deaths of COVID-19. Countries 
that have succeeded will have a stronger 
and more important position globally. 
The pandemic for Taiwan is also a test for 
its democratic system and government. 
Despite many countries implementing 
draconian policies to control COVID-19, 
Taiwan still adheres to democratic values. 
The Taiwanese government demonstrates 
transparency and honesty, as well as 
efficiency and good governance. Taiwan’s 
success in dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic is a testament to its democratic 
norms and institutions and strengthens 
Taiwan’s relations with partner countries, 
especially within the framework of the 
NSP.

The NSP is an important part of 
Taiwan’s economic and trade strategy, to 
redefine Taiwan’s important role in Asia’s 

“The success in overcoming the 
COVID-19 pandemic is an essential 

asset for Taiwan to contribute to global 
cooperation, including with Southeast Asian 
countries, in post-pandemic recovery in 
various sectors.”
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development, with a focus on ASEAN 
countries, South Asia, New Zealand, 
and Australia (Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office in Brunei Darussalam, 
2016).	The	NSP	is	pursued	through	four	
key links, namely soft power links, supply 
chain links, linking regional markets, and 
people-to-people links (Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office in Brunei Darussalam, 
2016).	This	policy	 consists	 of	five	major	
areas: regional agriculture, medical and 
public health, human resources industrial 
talents training, innovative industries 
for the economic side, and youth 
development. Dr. Lai emphasized that 
the main objective of the NSP is how the 
people’s linkage could be established; it is 
a people-centered policy. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis, the Taiwanese government 
realigned the NSP. The NSP, which is 
heavy on people-to-people linkage, has 
been disrupted because of the COVID-19 
pandemic that limits human contact. 
Some sectors in the NSP framework 
experience setbacks. Taiwanese banks 
recorded	a	profit	decline	of	15.23	percent	
from the NSP target countries (Ching, 
2020). In the tourism sector, tourists 
from NSP target countries are believed 
to decline, after impressive growth of 
2.7 million tourists in 2019, which was 
6.8	 percent	 larger	 than	 in	 2018	 (Ching,	
2020).

In the health sector, before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan had 
already initiated the “One Country, 
One Center” program which aims to 
build disease-prevention networks in the 
NSP target countries (Cheung, 2019). 
Taiwan’s successful pandemic response 
has given it a platform to step up its 

external efforts. Taiwan’s role and spirit 
in international cooperation during the 
COVID-19 pandemic time is reflected 
in the tagline “Taiwan Can Help, and 
Taiwan is Helping” (Ministry of Health 
and Welfare, 2021). Taiwan deploys mask 
diplomacy; donating millions of masks to 
foreign countries ( Jao, 2021). Taiwan also 
provides medical equipment assistance, 
vaccination development, drug research, 
and disease prevention materials ( Jao, 
2021). According to Minister without 
Portfolio, John Deng, manufacturing, 
public health, and education will become 
even more important for Taiwan’s New 
Southbound Policy once the COVID-19 
pandemic is over (Strong, 2021).

With intense people mobility and 
such proximity to China, it is only a 
matter of time that the virus found its way 
to	Southeast	Asia.	On	January	13,	2020,	
official confirmation came from Thailand, 
where they found the first recorded 
case outside China (World Health 
Organization, 2020). After that, other 
cases start to appear in other countries 
in the region. Then, with ten countries 
that have various degrees of health 
security preparedness, Southeast Asia has 
become one of the global hotspots for the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As of November 
22, 2021, this pandemic has taken more 
than seven hundred thousand deaths in 
the region. The Southeast Asian region’s 
death toll is also the third highest after the 
American region and Europe.

“Taiwan’s successful pandemic 
response has given it a 

platform to step up its external 
efforts.”
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At first, when the numbers were still 
low, many governments in the region 
were trying to downplay the situation. 
In Indonesia for example, there was a 
statement from its former health minister 
who said that the COVID-19 was a self-
limited disease that would be cured by 
itself and also it was only mandatory for 
those who are sick to wear a mask (CNN 
Indonesia, 2 March 2020). 

Concern for the economic 
disturbance caused by lock-down 
policies such as closing the border was 
also worrying for developing states in 
Southeast Asia whose many citizens 
work on informal business and depend 
on daily wages. Moreover, for countries 
that have major tourism sectors such as 
Thailand, the decision to close the border 
has not come easily. It is reported that the 
economic loss from the first three months 
of Phuket, one of Thailand’s famous 
tourism spots, was reaching 50 billion 
Thai	Baht	or	almost	30	million	US	dollars	
(Mulyasari, 2020). 

As the virus rapidly contaminates 
the population, many came to realize 
that dealing with this pandemic will 
be more challenging than handling 
the previous health issues that struck 
the	 	 region,	 such	 	 as	 	 SARS	 	 in	 2003,				
H5N1,  or avian flu in 2005, and H1N1 
in 2009. In such a situation, Mely 
Caballero-Anthony suggested that the 
ten countries in the region should look 
back to how they cooperated in facing 
the previous pandemics. She highlights 
three important mechanisms such as 
updating information through the 
ASEAN Emergency Operating Centre 
Network for Public Health Emergency 
and the ASEAN BioDiaspora Virtual 

Centre; providing experts and technical 
assistance in the Regional Public Health 
Laboratories Network; and spreading 
the trusted information through the 
ASEAN Risk Assessment and Risk 
Communication Centre (Caballero-
Anthony, 2021).

Regional cooperation regarding 
COVID-19 started as early as February 
19, 2020, when ASEAN Defense 
Ministers agreed on Joint Statement 
by The ASEAN Defense Ministers on 
Defense Cooperation against Disease 
Outbreaks. Later on, talks were also held 
among ASEAN Economic Ministers 
who in their retreat on March 10, 
2020, agreed on a Joint Statement on 
Strengthening ASEAN’s Economic 
Resilience in Response to the Outbreak of 
the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). 
Within the ASEAN platform, aside from 
their internal coordination, ASEAN 
Health Ministers also met with their 
partners from China, Japan, and South 
Korea. 

The meeting that was held on April 
7, 2020, suggested five recommendations; 
they are strengthening cooperation, 
better management of the health system 
and its workers; ensuring supply chain 
connectivity, stronger support on 
sourcing medical support and equipment; 
and controlling the spread of this virus 
(ASEAN, 2020).

“Concern for the economic 
disturbance caused by lock-down 

policies such as closing the border was also 
worrying for developing states in Southeast 
Asia whose many citizens work on informal 
business and depend on daily wages.”
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One of the highlights of the regional 
cooperation on the COVID-19 is the 
ASEAN Special Summit held on April 
14, 2020. The Declaration of this summit 
mentions that ASEAN member states are 
balancing their obligation to overcome 
this pandemic from the health sector as 
well as facing the socio-economic impact. 
Two months after the Summit, ASEAN 
mandated ASEAN Comprehensive 
Recovery Framework (ACRF) that is 
intended to be the guiding document 
on handling the pandemic. This 
framework envisioned three phases that 
ASEAN member states will go through, 
reopening, recovery, and resilience. It also 
focuses on five sectors: Health system, 
Human Security, Market, and Economic 
Integration, digital transformation, as 
well as Sustainability, and Resilience 
(ASEAN, 2020).   

Both the ASEAN Special Summit 
and the ASEAN Comprehensive 
Recovery Framework highlight the 
importance of cooperation. It embraces 
the fact that the effort to recover from 
this pandemic is not a solitary agenda. 
ASEAN as an organization as well as its 
member states are encouraged to reach 
out to partner countries. The ACRF is a 
guiding document for ASEAN member 
states to build cooperation with their 
partners.

Taiwan is one of the potential 
partners that has close relationships with 
ASEAN member states/SEA countries. 

They could work together in addressing 
the pandemic and post-recovery agenda. 
Taiwan and SEA countries are not only 
located in the same region but also they 
have been managing a wide range of 
cooperation such as trade, economic, 
and culture. In facilitating these relations, 
Taiwan established Taipei’s representative 
offices in Brunei Darussalam, Republic 
of Indonesia, Malaysia, Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar, Republic of the 
Philippines, Republic of Singapore, 
Kingdom of Thailand, and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. 

The representative office in each 
country has a mission to protect 
the interest and promote a bilateral 
relationship between SEA countries 
and Taiwan. This cooperation becomes 
more crucial in the time of pandemic to 
accelerate economic recovery and people-
to-people exchanges. Taiwan prioritizes 
bilateralism over multilateralism in order 
to contribute to international societies as 
well as to serve its national interest. 

Following are brief examples of 
bilateral relations between Taiwan and 
Southeast Asian countries. Taiwan 
established a consulate in Malaysia and 
its latest name became TECO in 1992 
(TECO	Malaysia,	2018).	Since	the	NSP	
launched	 in	 2016,	 Taiwan	 and	Malaysia	
experienced a rise in trade volume between 
the two countries. In terms of health 
development and services, Kaohsiung 
Medical University reached an agreement 
with two big corporations in Malaysia in 
early 2019 in sharing Taiwanese expertise 
and experience in healthcare and wellness 
service, teaching and research, talent 
cultivation, and exchanges (Chow-Bing, 
2019). 

“Taiwan is one of the 
potential partners that has 

close relationships with ASEAN 
member states/SEA countries.”
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Taiwan’s government aims to 
strengthen people-to-people connectivity 
in order to implement Taiwan’s NSP 
associated with the pandemic. Although 
the NSP already had public health and 
medical cooperation, the pandemic has 
forced higher priorities for cooperation 
and projects in these areas. Taiwan already 
has several hospital-based cooperation 
with countries such as the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, 
and India. Hopefully, hospital-based 
cooperation will be improved, enhanced, 
and expanded in the many years to come.

Moreover, bilateral relations 
between Taiwan and Indonesia have 
been established since 1971 in various 
areas namely trade, investment, economic 
cooperation agreement, scholarship, 
tourism, manpower/workers, agricultural 
cooperation agreement, fisheries, 
immigration, etc (TETO Indonesia, 
2019). TETO offices are located in 
two big cities in Indonesia: Jakarta and 
Surabaya, which indicates the importance 
of the relationship. 

On	 23rd	 November	 2021,	 Simply	
Help Foundation through Representative 
Chen Chung, Taipei Economic and 
Trade Office in Indonesia, donated 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to 
Haji Muhammad Jusuf Kalla as the head 
of the Indonesian Red Cross Community 

(PMI). The Ambassador distributed 
19,200	pcs	of	the	face	shield,	35,760	pcs	
of	 isolation	 gown,	 180,000	 cs	 of	 kids	
mask (TETO Indonesia, 2021). Both 
SimplyHelp Foundation and PMI are 
non-governmental organizations that 
work hand in hand with the government 
to help people affected by COVID-19. 

Taiwan’s bilateral relations with 
Brunei	 Darussalam	 started	 in	 1978	 by	
formally establishing the Far East Trade 
and	Cultural	Centre	then	in	1996,	it	was	
the renamed the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office (TECO). Two countries 
maintain multi-track diplomacy among 
government institutions, scientists, and 
business entities (TECO Brunei, 2020). 
On	 18	October	 2021,	Mr.	 Andrew	 Lee	
as a Taiwan Representative to Brunei 
provided	 6,000	 medical	 masks,	 1,000	
anti-epidemic masks and other medical 
supplies, and food to Brunei National 
Isolation Centre (NIC). In July 2020, 
the Representative Office donated 
60	 Taiwan-made	 wheelchairs	 to	 NIC	
(TECO Brunei, 2021). In 2020, TECO 
on behalf of the Importers and Exporters 
Association of Taipei (IEAT) also 

“Moreover, bilateral relations 
between Taiwan and Indonesia 

have been established since 1971 in 
various areas namely trade, investment, 
economic cooperation agreement, 
scholarship, tourism, manpower/
workers, agricultural cooperation 
agreement, fisheries, immigration, etc 
(TETO Indonesia, 2019).”

Source:	https://www.roc-taiwan.org/id_en/post/3593.html
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donated 2,400 medical masks to Brunei 
Darussalam BIMP-EAGA Business 
Council (TECO Brunei, 2020). This 
donation is a symbolization of relations 
among public-private partnerships to deal 
with the pandemic.

CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR TAIWAN 

Even though numerous cooperation has 
been taking place as mentioned above 
between Southeast Asian countries and 
Taiwan, a wide range of challenges and 
opportunities still lie ahead. Two issues 
would open opportunities for Taiwan, 
while they pose challenges that should be 
addressed.

First, an opportunity for wider 
global engagement is open for Taiwan. 
Taiwan’s experiences in building its 
resilience and maintaining its response to 
the pandemic surely could be important 
modalities for Taiwan to engage with 
global communities. Even though the 
global economy was hurt badly by the 
pandemic, Taiwan was able to maintain 
an	 average	 growth	 rate	 of	 3.11%	 in	
2020	 and	 expected	 it	 to	 exceed	 5%	 in	
2021. Furthermore, Taiwan has not only 
successfully contained the virus within the 
borders but has also been able to donate 
several batches of medical equipment to 

other countries, including Southeast Asia 
countries during various waves of breaks 
since 2020. 

Taiwan also has earned the world 
reputation of being a “nation of resilience” 
since it even managed to hold presidential 
and legislative elections in January 2020 
without notable effects on public health 
(Liu Shih-chung, 2020). Therefore, 
Taiwan’s fight against COVID-19 
has assumed Taiwan a greater global 
engagement, including in economic or 
social development. However, it should 
be recognized that Taiwan’s opportunity 
for engagement still faces some challenges 
including its limited exposure with global 
and regional institutions such as WHO 
and its political status. This issue should 
be a major area of concern for the Taiwan 
government to be able to assume its 
greater role in handling global challenges.

Secondly, since Taiwan has the 
opportunity to play a greater role in the 
post-COVID-19 recovery agenda, it 
could open numerous areas of cooperation 
at the global or regional level. The 
transnational nature of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and its multidimensional 
crisis, actually have underlined the 
importance of international cooperation 
and partnership in the post-COVID-19 
recovery agenda. 

At the global level, cooperation 
could focus on macroeconomic policy 
and coordination in responding to a 
massive disruption to economic outputs. 
As highlighted by Dr. Morgan in the 
Webinar, in the time of the pandemic, 
some emerging market economies are 
more vulnerable than others, and stresses 
could be magnified due to idiosyncratic 

“Taiwan’s experiences in 
building its resilience and 

maintaining its response to the 
pandemic surely could be important 
modalities for Taiwan to engage with 
global communities.”
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emerging market vulnerabilities resulting 
in a generalized “risk-off ” on emerging 
markets as a group. In addition, debt is 
also a major worry and the biggest area of 
concern. Debts in many countries rose 
rapidly, both because of government 
fiscal stimulus policies and increased 
borrowing in the private sector to cover 
revenue shortfalls. To ease the economic 
transition back into a more normalized 
global economy, there is a need for global 
and regional cooperation.

Moreover, the digital technology 
development and supply chain could 
also increase Taiwan’s global engagement 
and open potential areas of cooperation. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has not 
only undermined economic growth for 
most countries but also triggered the 
reorganization of global supply chains 
and economic strategies. The restriction 
on people’s routine activities and business 
interactions, as well as the resulting increase 
in remote work and online learning due 
to the pandemic, boosted the demand 
for 5G communication applications, 
high-performance computing devices, 
electronic components, and other 
information communications technology-
related products. 

The development of 5G and chip 
production has become another crucial 
area that a lot of countries should 
focus on. Before the pandemic, Taiwan 
was already an important player in 

global chip production. Its strengths 
in the semiconductor and information 
communications technology industries 
make Taiwan secure a central role in 
the global supply chain. With the 
global supply chains undergoing certain 
transformations because of the pandemic, 
the global environment could offer 
more chances for Taiwan to deepen its 
economic ties with the region. 

Furthermore, as suggested by Dr. 
Prameswaran in his presentation, the 
digital and data-related aspects could 
be an area of cooperation in the post-
pandemic world, including for Taiwan. 
They are potential areas to be developed 
since Southeast Asian countries have not 
yet addressed the data and digital issues 
cohesively and comprehensively. Dr. 
Morgan also argued that there is a need 
to try to reduce those digital gaps so that 
the greatest advantage can be made on the 
internet to be going forward. 

Another area of cooperation to be 
developed relates to the capacity building 
of Southeast Asian countries to deal with 
current challenges, such as climate change 
and cybersecurity. During the webinar, 
Dr. Morgan has raised the issue of the 
existing gap on the track of going toward 
absolute zero or Net Zero by 2050 as an 
expected path of global CO2 equivalent 
emissions. To reach the target, energy 
transition needs a total investment of 
more than double to about five trillion 
dollars.	 By	 2030,	 the	 total	 investment	
needed for energy transition needs to 
more than double to about five trillion 
dollars. This implies a huge need for 
extensive cooperation on infrastructure 
financing. 

“Moreover, the digital 
technology development 

and supply chain could also increase 
Taiwan’s global engagement and 
open potential areas of cooperation.”
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Since Taiwan aims to diversify 
its overseas investment and develop 
renewable energy technologies under its 
New Southbound Policy, it could be a 
potential area of cooperation for Taiwan 
as an effort to engage and connect with 
neighboring countries and the world. 
Taiwan should utilize this opportunity to 
advance its relations with Southeast Asian 
partners and to support the recovery 
agenda and address the climate change 
issue. 

In this context, Taiwan could help 
ASEAN member countries to adopt, 
reinvigorate and reinvent their internal 
mechanisms in dealing with these 
challenges. 

However, Taiwan’s measures 
through the New Southbound policy 
still employ bilateral approaches rather 
than regional and global mechanisms. 
Therefore, there is a need for Taiwan 
to promote partnerships that aim to 
reinforce regional and global institutions, 
as well as to involve regional and global 
concerns in its New Southbound policy. 
At the same time, it is important also to 
remind countries in the region to resort 
to regional mechanisms such as ASEAN 
or the Indo-Pacific rather than to select 
partners bilaterally in the fight against 
transnational diseases and the economic 
recovery efforts. Taiwan then should 
include the Indo-Pacific in its New 

Southbound Policy as a potential area of 
cooperation. As stated by Dr. Lai, Indo-
Pacific will be the area of cooperation 
for the development and socialization of 
inclusive growth for everyone. 

In regard to pursuing the cooperation 
agenda, there are still some challenges to be 
addressed. Dr. Prameswaran, for example, 
has pointed out the uncertainties that 
remain. For example, great power rivalries 
have still cast a shadow on the global order. 
The increasing US-China competition 
will hinder Taiwan’s effort, especially in 
becoming a player in 5G development and 
the global supply chain. Related to the 
competition, Dr. Lai has also identified 
an interesting trend where the Southeast 
Asian countries in particular are in the 
position that they do not want to choose 
sides, between US-China, or Taiwan-
China. Whether these countries like it or 
not they may find themselves eventually 
sleepwalking into choices that they have 
to make in a multipolar environment. 

Therefore, Taiwan should be asking a 
much more serious set of questions about 
what is going on in individual Southeast 
Asian countries at the local level, and 
how Taiwan as external partners can help 
contribute to that.  

By engaging countries in the region 
as well as the Indo-Pacific, Taiwan will not 
only be able to participate in the regional 
gathering but also to share openly and 
equally with other countries in the region. 

All in all, the webinar has  discussed   
the  future  of  partnership  in the 
post-pandemic era and how Taiwan 
could contribute to the partnership 
and cooperation. There are plenty 
opportunities for Taiwan to further 

“Therefore, Taiwan should be 
asking a much more serious 

set of questions about what is going 
on in individual Southeast Asian 
countries at the local level, and how 
Taiwan as external partners can help 
contribute to that.”
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engage with Southeast Asia countries 
in the post-COVID-19 era through 
enhanced cooperation. In jointly 
promoting economic recovery, Taiwan 
and Southeast Asia countries should not 
only focus on the immediate and urgent 
healthcare responses in the cooperation 
but also invest in and build capacities for 
partnership through the range of complex 
issues, including the digital technology 
and environment that will be crucial in 
the post-pandemic world.
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