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by exercising Indonesia’s diplomatic 
initiatives and leadership.

As Indonesia usually leaves the hallmark 
for its chairmanship, Indonesia should 
seize the momentum for strengthening 
ASEAN centrality by focusing on 
managing three issues. First, continuing 
the efforts to achieve a code of conduct 
in the South China Sea. Second, finalizing 
ASEAN Roadmap for Promoting 
AOIP. Third, make a breakthrough in 
addressing the Myanmar crisis beyond 
the Five Point Consensus. If Indonesia 
can exercise its diplomatic initiative 
and leadership, leastwise in these three 
crucial issues, Indonesia will leave a 
significant mark in upholding ASEAN 
centrality. (Lidya C. Sinaga)

I
ndonesia’s chairmanship next year would 
have one confirmed agenda, namely a 
roadmap to East Timor’s full membership 

following the grouping’s leaders’ agreement 
to grant East Timor an observer status to 
ASEAN since its first application in 2011. 
Furthermore, ASEAN leaders encouraged 
member states and external partners to 
help East Timor accomplish milestones 
and indicators on its roadmap. President 
Ramos-Horta said on Reuters that the 
opportunity as a part of an ASEAN member 
state would bring his country more facilities 
and responsibilities. East Timor could access 
ASEAN’s broader market for its products and 
people mobilization. Still, there is also a need 
to focus on enhancing domestic institutions 
to guarantee economic growth, equality, and 
political stability. 

According to World Bank, total population 
of East Timor is 1.343.875 people with a 
poverty line decreased from 50% in 2007 to 
an approximated 42% in 2014. East Timor 
has invested in skilled and educated workers 
to secure the nation’s future growth and 
productivity. Compared to the Human Capital 
Index of East Asia and Pacific’s regional 
average of 0.59, Timor-Leste has reached 
0.45. 

However, as ASEAN has been going on 
for over five decades, East Timor will have 
a long way to fulfill its obligation to catch 
up with other ASEAN member states. 
Regardless, there is a hope that joining East 
Timor in ASEAN can further accelerate 
ASEAN to achieve its objectives and goals.                            
(Pandu Prayoga)

to strengthen ASEAN centrality 
and unity in ASEAN’s constructive 
engagement with its external partners. 
Thus, while inviting interested parties 
in the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean 
regions to implement the four priority 
areas of AOIP, ASEAN agreed that there 
is no need to create new mechanisms.

However, Cambodia still leaves a lot of 
homework for Indonesia, especially with 
the lack of progress in the Myanmar 
crisis. Not to mention the situation in 
the South China Sea, which is getting 
intense. Therefore, amidst the crisis, 
Indonesian chairmanship next year 
is very timely. Under Indonesia’s 
chairmanship, ASEAN should gain 
momentum to solidify the driver’s seat 

T
he chairmanship of ASEAN 
was officially handed over from 
Cambodia to Indonesia in the 

closing ceremony of the 40th and 41st 
ASEAN Summits and Related Summits 
on November 13, 2022. Within its 
chairmanship, Cambodia has recorded 
some progress. First, ASEAN grants an 
observer status to Timor Leste while it 
formalizes a Roadmap for Timor Leste’s 
full membership in ASEAN. Second, 
adopting ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration 
on Mainstreaming Four Priority Areas 
of The ASEAN Outlook on The Indo-
Pacific (AOIP) within the ASEAN-Led 

Mechanism. 

The declaration is interesting because it 
emphasizes the ASEAN led-mechanism 
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I
ndonesia has officially accepted the handover of ASEAN 
Chairmanship in the closing ceremony of the 40th and 
41st Summits and other Related Summits on 13 November 

2022. On this occasion, President Joko Widodo revealed that 
Indonesia’s chairmanship in ASEAN would carry the theme 
of “ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth.” This theme 
demonstrates Indonesia’s commitment to ensuring that ASEAN 
remains a relevant center of growth for its member states and a 
stable and peaceful region in the Indo-Pacific and the world.

However, Indonesia’s chairmanship is not without conundrums. 
Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno L.P Marsudi pointed out 
that in 2023, ASEAN will continuously face external challenges. 
ASEAN, located at the heart of the Indo-Pacific, must face 
challenges caused by unstable geopolitical conditions and a 
declining trend of economic growth in the region. The increase 
in strategic competition among great powers, which can be 
viewed as a potential security threat, will create suspicion 
and prejudice among countries in the region. As a result, this 
situation can hinder the cooperation needed in dealing with 
an unstable geopolitical situation. On the other hand, the 
suspicious situation will not help countries in the region improve 
the declining economic growth trend.

To face these challenges, Indonesia must again show its 
leadership in carrying out the Chair’s duties in ASEAN. 
Anticipating deteriorating geopolitical and geoeconomic 

dynamics in the Indo-Pacific, Indonesia committed to 
encouraging better relations and communication with the 
pacific countries and with all ASEAN Dialogue Partners. 
Indonesia will also organize the ASEAN-Indo-Pacific 
Infrastructure and Connectivity Forum in 2023. The activity 
is in line with the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP), 
which proves ASEAN’s aspiration to be a regional player 
rather than just a regional facilitator. The aim of holding the 
event is to encourage strategic cooperation and positively 
impact economic growth in the Indo-Pacific. Meanwhile, the 
activity will also become a platform to promote a more positive 
atmosphere and increase mutual trust among countries in the 
Indo-Pacific to encourage the re-establishment of cooperation 
that supports economic growth.

However, while these plans and initiatives appear to be sound, 
the question of how these plans will be implemented remains 
essential to see what the future of the Indo-Pacific will be like 
under Indonesia’s Chairmanship in ASEAN. Although increased 
economic cooperation can provide tangible and measurable 
benefits that affect ASEAN’s relevance, economic cooperation 
does not necessarily eliminate security threats in the region. 
Countries can still cooperate economically in one area and 
simultaneously have security conflicts in another. Therefore, 
Indonesia must ensure that ASEAN can balance economic 
cooperation with strategic security cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific. (Faudzan Farhana)

Paving the Future of Indo-Pacific in ASEAN
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Prospects for Eastern Indonesia within Indonesia’s Chairmanship in ASEAN
Regarding connectivity, Indonesia’s chairmanship in ASEAN 

is expected to increase connectivity in Eastern Indonesia, both 
physical and digital connectivity, which has become an essential 
part of economic recovery since the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Specifically for physical connectivity, infrastructure development 
in this region is also carried out through sub-regional economic 
cooperation based on cross-border connectivity within the 
framework of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines – East 
ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) and Timor Leste, Indonesia, 
Australia – Growth Triangle ( TIA-GT). The sub-regional economic 
cooperation’s role in strengthening ASEAN regional cooperation 
is in line with the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) 
2025. The sub-regional economic cooperation that covers 
eastern Indonesia is significant in supporting regional readiness 
in facing the era of economic and trade liberalization in the world 
within the framework of ASEAN.

In addition, Indonesia’s position as Chair of ASEAN 2023 is 
expected to encourage the development of MSMEs in eastern 
Indonesia, including increasing exports of products whose 
contribution to national exports is still low. The effect is essential 
to absorb labor and overcome poverty in this region, which has 
Indonesia’s highest poverty depth index (BPS, 2022). These 
specific PEDs must become one of the priority agendas in ASEAN 
for eastern Indonesia. Given the region’s potential that has not 
been fully explored, Indonesia’s position as Chair of ASEAN is an 
excellent opportunity to recover and boost the economy in this 
region. (Indriana Kartini)

A
fter handing over ASEAN chairmanship from Cambodia, 
Indonesia is expected to regenerate big ideas to 
strengthen ASEAN. In addition, considering that the 

Covid-19 pandemic has not entirely ended, Indonesia must 
show leadership and ability to face the challenges and needs of 
the world, which is trying hard to recover from the impact of the 
pandemic.

Indonesia is also required to fight for regional and national 
interests in a balanced way. Therefore, Indonesia seeks 
to sharpen Priority Economic Deliverables (PED). Not only 
includes general PED proposals such as Economic Recovery, 
Sustainability, Resilience, Inclusiveness, and Digital Economy, 
there are also PEDs with specific Indonesian characteristics 
such as Blue Economy, Tourism, Vocational, Digitalization, 
Connectivity, Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), 
Creative Economy, and Science & Technology.

Concerning specific PEDs, Indonesia as a chair is hoped to 
provide tangible benefits to its regions, including the Eastern 
Region (KTI), such as Sulawesi, the Nusa Tenggara Islands, the 
Maluku Islands, and Papua. Indonesia is also supposed to restore 
the post-pandemic economy in this region. In tourism, for 
example, Eastern Indonesia has great potential to develop into 
a tourist destination for the ASEAN community and the world. 
Several prime nature-based tourist destinations may become 
the main attraction within this area.
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I
n 2022, Indonesia holds the G20 

Presidency, a small but powerful group 

of state as it includes member from 

five different continents and representing 

developed-developing countries. G20 

is serves as a platform to coordinate 

national policies among members to 

solve the global crisis. Hence, the global 

economic policy is not primarily driven 

by the developed countries such as in G8 

and the IMF. Meanwhile, Indonesia will 

hold ASEAN Chairmanship in 2023. As a 

regional forum, ASEAN provides platform 

to its member states to deliver their 

voices. Thus, since its inception in 1967, 

ASEAN remained as a stable region. 

G20 and ASEAN have completely 

different characters. However, the 

chairmanship and presidency in both 

platform was decided in rotation basis. 

During G20 Presidency, Indonesia faces 

multiple crisis range from COVID-19 

pandemic into Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

However, Indonesia succesfully hold the 

G20 Presidency as a result of its long and 

ongoing process of state entrepreneurship 

in the global affairs. 

First, entrepreneurship state gains 

support from others to pursue national 

interest in the global affair. COVID-19 

hits the global economy since early 2020. 

Indonesia brought the ideas of equality 

and fairness to vaccine distribution to 

the developed and developing countries. 

It leads the G20’s goals as an economic 

forum that recovery from global health 

crisis could not be done only by unilateral 

action but must involved comprehensive 

and continues multilateral cooperation. 

The more countries involved on the 

COVAX Initiative, the broader vaccine 

distribution worldwide. 

Second, entrepreneurship state 

supports the international system. 

G20 Presidency provides legacy to 

Indonesia’s contribution to global health 

architecture. COVAX AMC Engagement 

Group reaches 1.3 million worldwide 

vaccine distributions in three forms: 

free vaccination, paid vaccination, and 

donation among members.  Indonesia 

involves on the ACT Accelerator as co-

chair on the Tracking and Accelerating 

Working Group; Facilitation Council, 

Financial and Resource Mobilization 

Working Group; and Vaccine 

Manufacturing Working Group. 

Pandemic Treaty with G20 members 

includes Argentina, Brazil, India, and 

South Africa accelerates vaccine 

distribution worldwide. 

Third, the entrepreneurial state cannot 

achieve its objectives through unilateral 

action but requires cooperative action 

by two or more states. Indonesia 

successfully hosted G20 Summit despite 

the absence of Russia. G20 is not the 

forum to solve the global security issue. 

However, by acknowledging that global 

security issue can have significant 

impacts on the global economic 

issue, G20 Summit provides major 

recommendation to stop war between 

Russia and Ukraine. Certainly, these 

three dimensions of entrepreneurship 

state are not a shortcuts to understand 

Indonesia’s G20 Presidency. However, 

entrepreneurial state still can be 

used to optimize Indonesia’s ASEAN 

Chairmanship. (Emilia Yustiningrum)

Lesson Learned from G20 Presidency toward 
Indonesia’s Chairmanship in ASEAN
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ACTIVITIES

BOOK REVIEW

T
he ASEAN Research Group (ARG) is committed 
to promoting research-based policy-making. 
Therefore, in preparation for Indonesia’s 

chairmanship of ASEAN, which will commence in 2023, the 
ASEAN research team of the ARG released a policy paper 
on 13 October 2022 titled “Indonesian Chairmanship in 
2023: Strengthening ASEAN Centrality, Relevance, and 
Solidity in the Region”. The launching of the policy paper 
invited two discussants: Mr. Abdullah Zulkifli, Deputy 
Assistant for ASEAN Cooperation, Coordinating Ministry 
for Political, Legal, and Security Affairs of the Republic 
of Indonesia, and Prof. Alexius Jemadu, Professor of 
International Political Science at Pelita Harapan University. 
This policy paper examines how Indonesia may optimize 
its leadership within ASEAN in the political security 
sector by focusing on three aspects: 1) Strengthening 
ASEAN centrality, 2) Maintaining ASEAN relevance, and                              
3) Increasing ASEAN Solidarity.

In addition, the ARG researchers are also actively 
involved in developing academic networks with global 
scholars. Two members of the Border Research Team 
(Sandy Nur Ikfal Raharjo and Hayati Nufus) were allowed 
to share their research findings at the KIAS-BUFS 
International Conference. This conference, titled “ASEAN 
Subregionalism and Korea-ASEAN Relations: Towards 
a Complementary Cooperative Relationship,” was held 

in Busan, South Korea, from October 27-29, 2022. At this 
conference, the ARG researchers presented their research 
findings about sub-regionalism in Southeast Asia in two 
papers entitled “Indonesia in the BIMP-EAGA: Assessing 
Connectivity Development in Reducing Inequality” and 
“Enhancing Indonesia’s Halal Tourism through the Indonesia-
Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT).” (Hayati Nufus)

Understanding the Impact of Global Maritime Fulcrum                           
on ASEAN Maritime Security

T
he mutual relationship between 
Indonesia and its neighbor has 
been nurtured and maintained 

under the flagship of ASEAN. It 
provides various platforms to enhance 
cooperation in multiple sectors, 
including maritime relations. This book 
starts by explaining that the Global 
Maritime Fulcrum (GMF) from President 
Joko Widodo’s proposal in 2014 implies 
that the development of the proposal 
is not only economic-related but also 
political. At the very least, the book 
attempts to convey this. It is feasible 
to have effective and lawful maritime 
relations in Southeast Asia as long as 
ASEAN member states are committed to 
doing so.
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This book has eight chapters in total. 
The discussion within this book started 
with a description of Indonesia’s maritime 
development and closed with a conclusion 
on ASEAN maritime security within the 
framework of the Global Maritime Fulcrum. 
Therefore, this book will be relevant 
to those interested in understanding 
how maritime security in ASEAN works, 
the strategic issues interrelated within 
maritime security, how Indonesia’s Global 
Maritime Fulcrum influence the ASEAN 
Maritime Security frameworks, and how 
China’s Maritime Silk Road sways both 
visions. However, although the book is 
based on research conducted by the ASEAN 
team, it was written in a more popular style 
so that even the general public can easily 
understand the topic. (Muhammad Akbar)

 

Fig. 2. Launching Policy Paper
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